George and Joann Richardson’s 1964 Pontiac GTO
By Steve White
The motoring world at large is convinced that the Pontiac GTO is a legend, and was one in its
own time. But what is it about the GTO - a car introduced in 1964 - that makes it a legend? I will
try to sum up my answer in three points and then get on with telling you about our Car of the
Month.
1. Many, but not all, accounts of “muscle cars” claim that the Pontiac GTO was the first car
to earn this lofty, but fluid, descriptor. The definition generally hangs on fitting a highpowered engine from a large car into a smaller, lighter body. For the GTO, Pontiac fitted
the powerful 389 cid engine from the big Bonneville into a more compact and lighter
body. The performance of this combination was stupendous and drag racing was never
the same.

2. In fact, one of the most celebrated drag races ever held was one concocted by Car and
Driver Magazine. The editors thought it would be neat to pit two GTOs against each
other in a short, straight-line race. Of course, one of the GTOs was supplied by Pontiac.
The other was another legend – the all-conquering Ferrari 250 GTO. Much has been
written about this contest with different outcomes shown or explained away. The popular
version gives the Pontiac the victory. Sourpusses say Pontiac cheated by putting a
modified engine in their car. As a former Ferrari owner, I have my own opinion, but
won’t spoil the fun.
3.

Finally, it takes a legend to earn its own pop song. Not long after the Pontiac GTO’s
introduction in late 1963, the pop group, Ronnie and the Daytonas, introduced “Little
GTO.” “Little GTO, you’re lookin fine, 3 deuces, a 4-speed, and a 389.” For some
cultural balance, one should listen to “Little Nash Rambler” by the Playmates in 1958.
Now, on to our car of the Month.

Bull Run Region members, George and Joann Richardson, bought their first-year 1964 GTO in
1975 and became its fourth owner. When the car arrived it was configured to the max. Like the
one from “Little GTO,” It had 3 deuces, a 4-speed, and a 389. It was solid car, but needed paint
and all new chrome. Interestingly, back then, all the chrome parts were still available from
Pontiac. The original silver paint was changed to red and that coat has been repainted one more
time. Only a minimal amount of interior work was necessary.

The Richardsons needed an automatic and George with a friend’s help converted their GTO to a
3-speed Turbo 400 Hydramatic. This was done precisely to factory spec. Since then, the most
serious maintenance done was to replace the timing chain and sprockets with new heavy-duty
components. The original parts were a known weak point on that engine. The car is detailed to
show standards.
George and Joann use and enjoy their car with great passion. They’ve shown it at numerous local
and distant Pontiac Club and AACA events, parades, and tours. Their enthusiasm has brought
many new friends into their lives.
The 1964 and 1965 GTOs were an option package for the Tempest-LeMans. Beginning in 1966,
the GTO was built on its own platform. In 1969, Pontiac introduced The Judge, a Rowan and
Martin comedy skit made famous by Flip Wilson. Judges have soared in value making them
perhaps the most sought-after GTOs of all. But with increasingly stringent EPA regulations to
consider, later GTOs suffered from a horsepower deficit that sealed the fate of the GTO after the
1974 model year. There would be no more of the legend after that. That is until…
In 2004, with technology showing the way, the horsepower race was again underway. Pontiac
showed its enthusiasm by introducing a new GTO, this one built on a chassis from GM’s Holden
Division. It was a muscular car, but lacked the panache of the original. It would die after the
2006 model year. And the Pontiac brand, itself, would succumb after the 2009 model year, the
victim of corporate mismanagement.

