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Bull Run Region AACA

T HE C LUTCH C HATTER
PRESIDENTIAL PIT-STOP
by Leonard Paquette, President
This is my first message as
president of our club and I would
like to take this opportunity to introduce myself.
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One item of business I need to
address. Mike Jones, our “web
guy” and newsletter editor, has expressed an interest in handing over
one or both of these duties to anMy wife, Pat, and I joined the Bull other member. Mike has done an
Run Region in 1996. We had be- excellent job over the years, winlonged to a marquee club, but our
ning both master web-master and
interests covered several different
newsletter awards from AACA. I
models of cars. We have two
am sure he would “ease” you in to
Model A Fords, a ’29 and a ’31
these duties if you feel you would
roadster, a ’66 Mustang convertilike to make a contribution to your
ble, a ’67 Mustang coupe (pink, it’s club <ed note—please see addihers) and a ’63 T-bird awaiting res- tional info next page>. Please contoration. I am currently working on tact Mike to see if it is something
a ’56 T-bird.
you would be interested in.
I was a Lincoln-Mercury dealership mechanic in Kansas during
the 1970’s, and at that time I
bought, fixed up and sold Corvettes. While lying under a car with
melting snow dripping in my ear, I
came to the conclusion that I didn’t
want to make a career as a mechanic.

We will have a board meeting in
February to plan our upcoming activities, including our hosting of the
Old Dominion Meet Association
car show on May 15 and 16. If
you have never attended an AACA
national show, be sure to attend, as
this is very similar. My wife is show
chairman (sorry, chairperson) and
would welcome help with details for
the show.

I received a degree in mechanical engineering from Kansas State
University and am employed as an
Thank you to our members, the
engineering manager in Woodboard and committee chairs for
bridge.
what I am sure will be a successful
2009, despite the troubled econI want to join the entire club in
omy.
thanking Franklin Gage for his
two years of service as president.
Don’t forget our February meetHe can now retire to his Chevrolet
ing on the 10th at the Prince Wilbarstool, a gift from the board, and
liam County Fairgrounds.
admire his new garage.
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EDITOR’S NOTE
Howdy all!
I would like to thank Leonard for his kind remarks in his inaugural President’s Page, and
echo his call for another member (or close proximity thereof) to pickup the monthly newsletter
duties and periodic website demands.
It really saddens me to say this but the last
couple years have been quite a struggle and the
recent cost of maintaining our car has taken the
hobby beyond our current reach. I feel strongly
that the newsletter and website should be maintained by someone who is able to be active and
stay in touch with the club. Running the newsletter could be a nice project for an up & coming
English or Journalism student, and the website
would make a great technology project, for a
high school or college student.
Ruth & I joined Bull Run in 2000, having met
Woody Williams at the 2000 MARC meet (“Y2K
in your Model A”) in Williamsburg, where he
told us about this wonderful club named Bull
Run AACA. We joined BR soon thereafter, and
have enjoyed every minute of it since…. enough
to keep driving back ’n forth from Richmond!!!

Our kids, Danielle & Chris, have grown up in
the club and feel like they have 100 Aunts & Uncles out there… and even a few cousins, now
that we have successfully begun to bring in new
members with younger families (that has been
soooo good to see!!!). I have been lucky enough
to have served in various chair, officer and board
positions, and to have learned how to host tours
and shows from the best teachers around, you
guys & gals.
Alas, the Pontiac is going up for sale (I put a
flyer in this edition of the Chatter) and may be
viewed at Paul Rose’s shop, Vintage Motorcar
Company (see his card on the next page), having
recently been serviced at that location.
Wish it were not true, but it is…
I miss you already.
Mike

B U L L R U N AACA S H O W S P O N S O R S
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B U L L R U N AACA C H AT T E R S P O N S O R S
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B U L L R U N AACA H O L I D AY B A N Q U E T
Bull Run Region AACA Meeting Summary

•

Vice-President - Leonard Paquette

January 10, 2009 at the VFW Hall in Woodbridge VA
By Franklin Gage, Secretary

•

Secretary - Mary Loren (with much assistance due to her illness from Pat Paquette)

January 10th was a dark & stormy night out- •
side, but inside the VFW Hall in Dale City, VA it
was warm and dry for our annual Holiday and In- •
stallation Banquet. Banquet Chair Pat Paquette
had chosen a casual, pink-flamingo inspired
•
theme, so the tables were adorned with flamingo
centerpieces and confetti, there was a tall blow-up •
flamingo at the front of the room, and not a jacket •
and tie in sight!
•
After the social hour, the proceedings began
with an introduction of our newest members pre- •
sent, Mark & Marion McAlpine, and members
Jim & Edna Cross' granddaughter, Jordan. I
•
had planned on introducing our after-dinner
speaker, Antique Auto Columnist Vern Parker
•
and his wife Karen, but they weren't there. It
seems they made a wrong turn or two, taking an
•
unexpected tour of Northern Virginia in the rain
and dark. Fortunately they found their way and
we later enjoyed Vern's talk.
•
Among other thoughts, Vern suggested this is
a good time to buy any car since prices have
moderated, that cutbacks would seriously affect
the offerings at the annual Detroit Auto Show
(where he expected hybrids/electrics to get a lot
of attention), and that because of his altered role
syndicating his column instead of working directly
for The Washington Times, he can no longer control when they use a particular column. For now
the Times continues to run it every Friday. In the
past he has always featured a car just turning 25
years old as his first column of the year, and he
had submitted one featuring Bull Run member
Nancy Windingland's 1984 Chrysler LeBaron
convertible, but the Times hasn't run it yet.

Treasurer - Nicki Hudson
Board of Directors - Jim Batchelder, Mike
Curry & Joe Drago
Activities - Mary Loren
Show Chair - Bill Sessler
Judging - Leonard Paquette
Clutch Chatter AND Webmaster - Mike
Jones
Membership, Roster, Birthdays - Jim &
Sally Batchelder
Estate Assistance - Bill Sessler
Club Store and Auctions - Nancy Windingland
Legislative Matters - Leonard Paquette &
Bill Haegele
Sunshine Lady - Ruth Blankenship

•

50/50 Ticket Sales - Jim & Kelly Batchelder

•

Old Dominion Meet Representatives - Pat
Paquette & Richard Porter

Those who helped with the Rohr Show and
were present were given candy-filled Bull Run Region/Manassas Museum glasses. They included
Jim, Sally & Kelly Batchelder, Jon Battle, Super-MC Edna Cross, Mike & Dawn Curry, Joe &
Molly Drago, Harry & Christine Gibson, Nicki
Hudson, Bill Kellenberger, Mark & Marion
McAlpine, Pete & Pam Pandolfi, Leonard & Pat
Paquette, Richard & Pat Porter, George &
Joann Richardson, Bill Sessler and Nancy
Windingland. Lori & Lynn Beer also took home
a glass in special recognition of their always being
the first to register for the past several annual installation festivities.

After dinner, the first order of business was to
thank our 2008 Officers, Board of Directors &
Committee Chairs, and all who helped make our
Annual Show a success. Those members are as
Sparing no expense, appreciation awards featurfollows:
ing plastic knives and forks were presented
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H O L I D AY B A N Q U E T N O T E S
to the hosts of our summer picnic/meetings for
2008: Joe & Molly Drago (with our subsequent
visit to the collections of Ed & Dorothy Johnson), Pete and Pam Pandolfi, George & Joann
Richardson and Leonard & Pat Paquette.

CONT’D

Porter were happy to announce this year's recipient was The Curry Family - Mike, Dawn & Jessica.

Courtesy of Pat Porter, Mike then brought out a
surprise almost-birthday cake for Pat Paquette.
Since
the dinner and desserts had already been
The four annual club awards were then presented. The Ambassador Award, for the mem- plentiful, Ms. Paquette elected to take it home.
ber best representing the Bull Run Region to the
rest of the world, was given to Bill Sessler, since It was now time to install our new Officers,
he was Chairman of our annual show in Septem- Board and ODMA Representatives for 2009.
ber which is becoming a 'happening' in downtown Since Chip & Nancy Rohr usually do this but
Manassas. We broke with tradition a little by issu- couldn't come this year, I had asked Pat Paquette
to work out a simple script and do the installation.
ing a "Special Ambassador Award" to our
guest, Vern Parker, since his weekly profiles of Determined to stick to the flamingo theme, she
over 1,000 cars (many of them belonging to Bull slightly altered something she'd found on the
Run Region members) over the past 20 years in internet related to geese, and after reciting it while
the Friday issues of The Washington Times have asking us to assume strange positions she declared us "Flocked." In about a half century of
exposed thousands of readers to a remarkable
pretty careful listening and reading I'd never heard
variety of cars and their histories.
that term, but ironically just a few days later I
Next was the Howard Hamm Award, for a mem- heard it used again by an 'expert' being interviewed after the US Airways crash landing on the
ber especially helpful to the Region President
over the past year. I chose Jon Battle. He is so Hudson River, referring to the rare phenomenon
busy running his own business and doing a lot of of both engines possibly having been invaded by
auto hobby related work for other clubs he refuses a flock of geese...
to hold any 'official' position with us, but is a major
force behind our show and other club projects.
2009 President Leonard Paquette took over and
announced he had something for me 'with a funny
Then came the Continuous Service Award, for cross on it.' Pat emerged from behind a screen
with a large garbage bag containing a barstool
a member who has been of special help to the
Region for at least a decade. Nicki Hudson, last sporting a Chevy bowtie on the seat. I had speyear’s winner, came forward to present the award cifically requested "No gifts please," but as is so
often the case I was ignored. Obviously our
and was pleased to give it to The Batchelder
Family - Jim, Sally & Kelly. Kelly, now a college merry little band doesn't always take direction
student, was barely 2 months old when she came well, but I have to admit I am enjoying it and thank
to her first Bull Run Region event. We also thank the Region.
the Batchelders for collecting cleaning/household
supplies for the Koinonia Charity.
Leonard introduced the new Committee Chairs
and announced several upcoming events, includOur last award was the Arthur Ault Award, to ing a possible Bull Run Region Tour arranged
the member(s) contributing the most to the Reby member Bill Haegele. Editor's note: The new
Officers, Board of Directors, ODMA Representagion over the prior year, chosen by the prior 3
tives and Committee Chairs are on the address
winners. Since last year's winners Mike, Ruth,
Danielle & Christopher Jones couldn't make it to page of this issue of The Clutch Chatter, and upcoming events are in the calendar.
present the award, 2006 winners Richard & Pat
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1957 Pontiac Star Chief

Custom Catalina 4-door hardtop
Pure cruising enjoyment — fast, reliable, sturdy and room enough for
the entire family!!! Do not want to part ways with our beauty, but times
are tough right now…

•
•

•
•
•

1957 Pontiac Star Chief
Custom Catalina 4 Door HT
347ci V8, "6 Pack" (3 x two
barrel) Carburetion, 290 bph
@ 5,000 rpm, Compression Ratio: 10.0:1, Hydro-matic Transmission
Fontaine Blue Metallic trim over Kenya Ivory body (repainted to original specs)
Restored in 1996 by AACA member Paul Rose then of White Post Restorations, now
of Vintage Motorcar Company in Inwood, WV (just north of Winchester, VA).
Purchased in 2001 from former Bull Run Region AACA President Gene Welch, at
White Post Restorations in White Post, VA…………..

INFO & Interest: Call Mike Jones, Bull Run Region, 804-338-1404, Richmond VA area….

Page 7

Feb ru a ry 2009

Page 8

Feb ru a ry 2009

Page 9

Feb ru a ry 2009

Page 10

Feb ru a ry 2009

H O L I D AY P A RT Y P I C T U R E S !
COURTESY

OF

FRANKLIN

GAGE
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2009 E V E N T S C A L E N D A R
February
10th: Bull Run AACA Membership Meeting, 7:30PM, Prince William Co Fairgrounds
13th - 16th: AACA Annual Meeting in Philadelphia
22nd: Old Car and Train Day, hosted by Sandy & Clem Clement, Noon - 5PM, 12106
Gary Hill Dr., Fairfax VA 22030
26th - 28th: AACA Winter Meet in Lakeland, FL
26th: Atlantic City Flea Market/Auction
March
7th: Tidewater Region AACA Part Meet, Chesapeake, Virginia
10th: Bull Run AACA Membership Meeting, 7:30PM, Prince William Co Fairgrounds
13th - 15th: Amelia Island Concours d'Elegance, Amelia Island FL
14th: Chesapeake Region AACA Parts Meet at the Howard County (MD) Fairgrounds
27th - 28th: Sugarloaf Region AACA Parts Meet at the Frederick (MD) Fairgrounds
April
4th: Skills USA Show North Stafford High School, Stafford, VA
4th: AACA Southeastern Division National Spring Meet, Charlotte NC
11th: Stafford Classics and Prince William Cruisers Back Road Rally, Stafford, VA
14th: Bull Run AACA Membership Meeting, 7:30PM, Prince William Co Fairgrounds
15th - 18th: Southeastern Divisional Tour - Birmingham, AL
18th: Chesapeake Region AACA Annual Garage Tour, Baltimore, MD
18th: McLane Mid-Atlantic Spring Break Show, Fredericksburg VA
19th: Chesapeake Region AACA “Art in the Park” Car Show, Towson, MD
22nd: Spring Carlisle
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YOU ARE INVITED TO

OLD CAR AND TRAIN DAY
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 22, 2009
12-5 PM
AT

THE CLEMENT HOME
12106 GARY HILL DR
FAIRFAX VA 22030
Bring your significant other, kids, parents, and any other train, antique or old car lovers to join
in the fun and fellowship of antique trains and old cars.
Weather permitting, additional antique cars may join us. New additions to the antique train
collection are on display and some trains are under power. Bring “show and tell” trains, if you
like, and we’ll try to run them. If you have trains to be repaired, this is a good time to drop them
off.
A favorite appetizer, finger food or dessert brought for sharing would be gratefully appreciated.
DIRECTIONS: Take Route 66 West to Exit 55 (Fairfax County Route 7100) South to Braddock Road.
Turn right toward Clifton/Centreville. Turn left at the first traffic light onto Colchester Road and go 2.2
miles. Cross Popes Head Road (Church on corner), turn left on Saddlehorn Drive (Through the brick
entranceway into Colchester Hunt Village.) Second right is Gary Hill Drive. We are the first house on
the left.
Alternate route: Take Braddock Road West off the 495 Beltway. Travel west about 15 miles, cross
under Fairfax Parkway and turn left at the traffic light onto Colchester Road and continue as above.

See you on Train and Old Car Day!
Sandy and Clem Clement
Ph. (703) 830-5597 C (571)-239-1701
Email: clem.clement@cox.net
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Final Chance To Prevent A Federal Program
To Crush Newer Model Trucks & SUVs
Our efforts to prevent Congress from including a nationwide “Cash for Clunkers” program in the economic stimulus package were successful in the U.S. House of Representatives. Thousands of SEMA Action Network (SAN) enthusiasts and SEMA members contacted House Speaker Nancy Pelosi in opposition to the plan. The Speaker’s
Office informed us that your emails, calls and faxes were received and, thanks to
your work, Cash for Clunkers was not included in the economic stimulus package
passed by the House. However, some lawmakers now want to include a vehicle
scrappage program in the Senate version of the economic stimulus bill to be voted on
during the first week of February. The legislation (S 247) would give $8 billion in taxpayer dollars to consumers who turn-in their “gas guzzlers” to have them crushed.
Lawmakers need to scrap this idea!
Contact Senator Diane Feinstein (D-CA) IMMEDIATELY to Oppose S. 247
The so-called “Accelerated Retirement of Inefficient Vehicles Act” is Cash for Clunkers with a twist. Instead of focusing exclusively on older cars, this program would target vehicles with low fuel economy ratings of any model year. Vehicles targeted for
the scrap pile will likely include Chevy Blazers, Chevy Silverados, Chevy S-10s,
Chevy Tahoes, Dodge Dakotas, Dodge Rams, Ford Explorers, Ford F-Series, Jeep
Cherokees, Jeep Wranglers and any other SUV or truck that obtains less than 18
miles per gallon. Participants would receive cash vouchers ranging from $2,500 to
$4,500 based on the model year and whether the replacement vehicle was a more
fuel-efficient new car or used car (MY 2004 or later). Fuel-efficient is defined as getting at least 25 percent better mileage for the corporate average fuel economy
(CAFE) target for its class. It would be illegal to resell the scrapped vehicles. Up to
four million pickups and SUVs would be destroyed over the next four years.
____________________________________________________________________
Don’t Delay! Please contact Senator Diane Feinstein today and tell her that you oppose S 247.
• Call: (202) 224-3841
• Fax: (202) 228-3954
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B I RT H D AY S &
Feb Birthdays:
4: Nancy Rohr
5: Linda Blankenship
Jon Lillard
6. Chris Jones (10)
7: Mike Murphy
11: Karen Holmes
15: Maury Cagle
18: Jo Ann Graden
Joseph White
24: Joan Orvis

ANNIVERSARIES

26: Shirley Farley
Jamie Koerner
March Birthdays:
2: Kelly Batchelder
Ted Fike
3: Judith Sparks
7: Alied Cagle
Kathy Hermann
9: James Knicely
11: Christine Gibson
17: Ada McGlothlin

Cindy Perlberg
Aylesworth
14: Kenneth & Oretha
18: Richard Hillegass
Browning
22: Anton Bestebreutje
Daniel & Mariann
27: Paul E. Rose
Kremer
28: Ralph Lankford
28: George & Joann
29: Tom Aman
Richardson
31: Byron Alsop
Lita Yarberry
March Anniversaries
Sharon Haydon
23: Ray & Lenita
Feb Anniversaries
Franklin
8: Sam & Marie

SUNSHINE
Get Well Wishes
Mary Kennedy is doing well and she is over the staph infection.
Bud Lewis’ back surgery was a success. He seems to be getting back to normal.
Ken Browning is doing good after his second hip replacement.
Brian Danzig is back home from Cleveland Clinic. They are hoping he is home to stay for a while.
Got home on Sunday 01/18/09.
Shirley Farley recuperated well from her surgery, just before New Year's day got very sick with a
staph infection. Had to return to the hospital for several day's. She is recuperating at home.
Mike Jones was recuperating well after his surgery, but has to return for another follow-up on Feb
16th. Doctors say there is greater than a 50% chance he will require another operation.
Molly Drago has had problems with her hemoglobin, having to have unites of blood. She has been
to UVA hospital, also while on vacation in Florida she went to a hospital for a transfusion.
Mary Loren is improving with her speech and eating, she feels she is about 99% better. She will go
02/17/2009 for cataract surgery.
Phil Graves came through surgery with flying colors, a triple bypass where two of his arteries were
80% blocked and the other was 90%, Doctors say that his heart muscle is very strong. His family
says thanks to all for the emails and cards!!! .

God Bless All and Happy New Year
Keep all in your prayers

The Bull Run Region of the Antique Automobile Club of American includes the area generally known as
"Northern Virginia." The purpose of the Bull Run Region is the collection and preservation of antique
automobiles and related items. All members of the AACA are welcome. Meetings are typically 7:30PM on the
2nd Tuesday of the month (unless otherwise noted) during Winter months, at the Prince William County
Fairgrounds, Manassas, VA. Bull Run members host monthly picnic meetings from Spring through Fall.
Meetings are announced in the Clutch Chatter, and any time or date changes will be noted.
Articles, advertisements and photos of interest are encouraged. Please submit such items to the Editor by the
15th of the month for inclusion in the next available issue of the Chatter. Submissions may be sent to
bullrunaaca@hotmail.com or to Mike Jones, Bull Run AACA, PO Box 1731, Mechanicsville, VA 23116.

Elected Officers

Appointed Chairpersons

Activities:
Jim Batchelder (703-339-2064)
Rohr Show:
Richard Porter (703-590-4512)
(703-670-5051, pkpaquette@msn.com)
Judging:
Leonard Paquette (703-670-5051)
Newsletter:
Mike Jones (804-338-1404)
Vice-President: Peter Pandolfi
6837 General Longstreets, Manassas, VA 20109 Membership/Roster/Labels/Birthdays:
(703-754-4668, Peter.Pandolfi@dhs.gov)
Sally Batchelder (703-339-2064)
Secretary: Franklin Gage
Estate Assistance: Bill Sessler (703-361-5494)
2A Crescent Rd., Greenbelt MD 20771
Club Store:
Nancy Windingland (703-869-8434)
(703-869-8434, f.gage@hotmail.com)
Legislative:
Leonard Paquette (703-670-5051)
Sunshine:
Ruth Blankenship (703-780-6262)
Treasurer: Nicki Hudson
Jim & Kelly Batchelder (703-339-2064)
11535 Southampton Ct, Fredericksburg VA 22407 50/50 Raffle:
(540-522-6533, nancyshudson@msn.com)
ODMA Representatives: Richard Porter (703-590-4512)
Joann Richardson (703-768-1569)
Directors:
Jim Batchelder (703-339-2064), Joe Drago (703NVCCC Representative: Bill Haegele
361-2492), Jeanne Welch (540-869-7475)
WebGuy:
Mike Jones (bullrunaaca@hotmail.com)
President: Leonard Paquette
6131 Lost Colony Dr., Woodbridge VA 22193

Bull Run Region Alert Network: For bad weather cancellations or in case of emergency, please check the
website for notices (aaca.org/bullrun/) or contact one of the following members:
Franklin Gage (703-869-8434)
Harry Gibson (703-971-4112)
Leonard Paquette (703-670-5051)

Bull Run Region AACA

Please note address change

6131 Lost Colony Dr.
Woodbridge VA 22193
Phone: 703-670-5051
Email: bullrunaaca@hotmail.com
Website: aaca.org/bullrun/

FIRST CLASS MAIL

The online color Chatter has more pages & pictures. Please view it and then let us know if we
may stop mailing this hard copy to you: http://local.aaca.org/bullrun/membership/chatter.html

