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May Car of the Month
A Dream Comes True: 1911 Buick Model 33
By Fred Harley
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I was born and raised in the Detroit area in the 40’s and 50’s. Several
neighbors worked for the auto companies and one in particular, who
worked for GM, had a small garage in his back yard. I remember very
clearly when I was 10-12 years old peeking through a small window in
his garage to see a beautiful car adorned with brass headlights and trim.
Ever since, I’ve dreamed of someday owning a brass car like that.
Flash ahead to Hershey 2009. In the Chocolate Field flea market was a
1912 Buick Model 35 covered with brass and in fairly good condition. I
talked to the owner on Wednesday and decided to think about the car
overnight. On Thursday I had more questions for the owner and said I
would return on Friday. After two days procrastinating, I decided to purchase the car and returned Friday morning. The owner was talking to two
other gentlemen while I was again looking over the car. As I approached
the owner I overheard one of the men say, “I’ll buy it for $$”. I was really
bummed out for not acting sooner.
After arriving home from
Hershey, I was still unhappy that I missed my dream
of owning a brass car so I
decided to check out the
Internet. On the Horseless
Carriage Club of America
(HCCA) web site was an ad
for a 1911 Buick Model 33
located in Statesville, NC.
The car was listed by a
widow whose husband
passed away 5 years earMagnificent 1911 Buick in all its glory lier. He had been an avid
collector owning 15
Buicks with the 1911 being the oldest and his favorite.
Continued on page 4
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BRR Region Contacts
Bull Run Region Website:
www.bullrunaaca.org

Officers:

President: Bill Holmes
(703) 644-6890
Vice President: Darryll Baker
(703) 854-1725
Treasurer: Nicki Hudson
(540) 522-6533
Secretary: Joann Richardson
(703) 768-1569

Board of Directors:
George Richardson
(703) 768-1569
Bill Sessler
(703) 361-5491
Steve White
(703) 533-0386

Website Coordinator:

The President’s Page By Bill Holmes
Our May 21st meeting will be at the "29 Diner" (4PM to 6PM) where
John Wood will put on his famous and a mouth watering barbecue
dinner. Price is $16.00 each. John and Scott Patton will explain
what is going on with the club youth program after dinner. This
month also kicks off a lot of old car activities in the area including an
AACA national meet, local shows and other Regional meets. I hope
you get out and enjoy some of the activities.
We still need volunteers. See the list published later in the Clutch
Chatter. Best wishes and happy motoring,
Bill Holmes, President

Due to my continuing health issues I am going to have to resign as
your club President. I have been diagnosed with ALS, which means
I’m not going to be getting any better. I did discuss this with VP Darryll Baker and the club board. I will resign at the end of June and
will be selling my 1941 Buick four door convertible.(see Member
News, page 6).
We need someone to take over as the webmaster as soon as possible. I will continue to help Jon Battle plan meetings but will not be
able to plan driving routes.
It has been a great pleasure to work with all of you. We have a great
club and are putting on a well run program for everyone. I'm sure
you will give Darryll all of the support you have given me. Thank
you all and best wishes to everyone, Bill

Bill Holmes

Sunshine Committee:

Open- Send any Information to
Joanne Richardson
(703) 768-1569

Membership Recorder:
Lenita Franklin
(703) 494-6709

Rob will give Bull Run Region Members a 20% Discount on Labor for Mechanical, Body and Paint
Work. Just show your BRR membership card.
2

Volunteers Needed
By Bill Holmes

Honorary Members

1) We need every member to step up and donate $10$20, recruit a new Sponsor or donate a quality item to
be sold on eBay. Send money to Nicki Hudson. Sponsor
forms are on the website. We need a volunteer to collect items and manage sales on eBay or to club members. Contact Darryll Baker
2) Four (4) Members are needed to be on the Program
Committee to plan events for 2017, help find speakers,
and plan outings. Contact Jon Battle.
3) Sponsorship Manager to track and lead recruitment
of official sponsors and Clutch Chatter/Website advertising. Contact Bill Winter or Darryll Baker.
4) New member Welcoming Committee. Need 2-3
members who will contact new members to find their
needs and willingness to volunteer.
5) Membership Recruiting Team of 2-4 members to
create a club flyer and organize recruiting efforts at various shows. Contact Lenita Franklin.
6) Youth and Scholarship Committee members to assist
Scott Patton, Chairman, create and manage a scholarship program. 3-5 members. Contact Scott or Darryll
Baker.
7) Coordinators to plan details for fun run and picnic.
Need 3 members. Contact Jon Battle or Darryll Baker.
9) Rohr Show Volunteers. Darryll needs to fill several
committee chairs and firm up who will help on show
day. This is a lot of work for the handful doing it right
now. Please step up and help out.
10) Rohr Show Advertising. Jon Battle needs 3 persons
who can help him with emailing advertising sources,
tracking down editors etc.
11) Rohr Show Business Support. Jon Battle needs help
contacting merchants to sponsor trophies, donate gifts
and provide financial support for the show. This is critical to pay for the show. 1 person
12) Rohr Show Poster Distribution. Help Jon Battle get
posters displayed in merchants’ stores, libraries,
schools etc. We need to expand this effort throughout
Northern Virginia area.
13) Refreshments for monthly meetings. Joann Richardson is coordinating.
14) Other miscellaneous tasks. Contact Darryll Baker if
none of the above interest you. There are many things
to be done. Perhaps we can find a match.

The Bull Region, by vote of the club members, has
recognized the following individuals for their long
service to the Region and to the old car hobby and
has designated them as Honorary Members of the
Region. We wish to thank each of them for all they
have done, either as one of our founding members
or as rendering invaluable service to the Region or
to the old car hobby in general.

ROD ANASTASI
ECK BLANKENSHIP
NATHAN CLARK
VERN PARKWE
JEANNE WELCH
HERMAN and JANICE WILSON
I want offer my personal congratulations and
thank each of them for their many years of service.
The Region and the hobby are better off for having
them as our members.
William Holmes
President, Bull Run Region

May Automotive Trivia Question
When and where did the first STOP sign appear?
See answer on page
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Car of the month continued from page 1

She said two other gentlemen, who stopped by to
see the car on their way to Hershey, were very interested and would send her an email after Hershey.
After losing the car at Hershey I was determined to
check out this car ASAP. I called the owner Sunday
evening asking to see the car Monday afternoon.
Monday was a gray, overcast, rainy day but the
1911 Buick was a shiny brass beacon sitting in the
garage. The car had a relatively new Brassworks
radiator, and looked overall in better shape than
the 1912 Buick at Hershey. And the engine fired up
on magneto with no problem. I made an offer and
purchased the car on the spot.
The car looked like it was restored 30-40 years
ago, but all the brass and features were there and
in good condition. The car had no rust and basically was in very good shape and drivable. The red
paint (original was dark blue) was chipped and
flaking off the wood body and the wheels were
cream white as the original. The brass was dull
and tarnished, the engine needed tuning, and the
body needed painting, but overall it was a beautiful
car. Optional features included the windshield,
speedometer, and top, which needed replacing.
A body-off restoration was started in 2010, and
completed in the summer of 2012. Keeping it as
authentic as possible, the body and wheels were
stripped to bare wood, sealed with marine epoxy
and painted dark blue with cream wheels. A new
top was installed along with new linoleum on the
running boards and front floorboards.
Mechanically, the Cone clutch needed relining with
leather, a correct Shebler carburetor was installed,
the engine compartment cleaned up, and new tires
were added.

Over the past four years the Buick has received
many honors and awards including AACA 1st Jr.
and Senior. A highlight of the car’s career was winwinning Edgar E. Rohr Memorial Award, which
was presented at the 2017 AACA Annual Meeting.
It has also received
the NC Region Herb
Payne award, and
Best in Show
awards at AACA
meets in Sanford
and Pinehurst.
Other recognition
includes receiving
a Palmetto Award
at the Hilton Head
Island Concours
d’Elegance, and
Fred Harley receives
the Edgar Rohr Award Best in Class at
Classics at the
Biltmore.
Wherever the car is shown it seems to always attract a crowd. Bright, shiny brass, contrasted with
dark blue paint is like a magnet. This beautiful car
has truly made my “DREAM COME TRUE”.
Other facts and information on the 1911 Buick
Model 33:
The Buick Motor Company shipped its first cars in
the fall of 1904 and steadily increased production
to 14,535 cars in 1911. Several Models were offered in 1911 with the “new” five passenger Model
33 touring car accounting for 2000 units.
The Model 33 overhead valve engine originally
introduced in 1908 was rated at 22.5 HP. It was
connected via cone clutch to a planetary transmission offering two forward and one reverse speed.
A high tension magneto with a built-in coil and
distributor generated the spark for ignition.
All Buicks back then were right-hand drive, handcranked to start, and known as “Brass” cars until
1914 when they were then offered with nickel
trim and electric starters.
Continued on page 5
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Car of the month continued from page 4
This car sold for $950 in 1911 without the top,
windshield, and speedometer, all of which were
optional features. The headlights are lighted by
gas from the gas generator on the driver side running board. The dashboard lights and taillight use
kerosene.
COMMENTARY: Bull Run Region President, Bill
Holmes, saw this marvelous car up close at the
2017 AACA Annual Meeting and believed it deserved recognition by our Region for having
earned the prestigious Rohr Award, made in
memory of a Bull Run Region founding member.
After looking at the photos, who could disagree?
Steve White
END

Did You Know?
Mr. Allen Smith of Springfield, Massachusetts
owned and drove the same car for 82 years!
Mr. Smith was born in 1908 and died in 2010. He
received the car brand new as a graduation gift
from his father in 1928. By his death at the age of
102 he had driven it 1,070,000 miles, an average of
13, 049 miles per year.
The car is this 1928 Rolls-Royce Piccadilly Phantom I Roadster that was donated to the Springfield,
MA museum after his death.

Caught in the Web
By Peter Pandolfi
I know I read somewhere about Franklin Gage’s 1927
Chevy, but where? A friend of mine wants to purchase
an antique car, and I know he would benefit from the
information in the article. In fact he may well be interested in a variety articles on various antique vehicles.
So I say,”take a look at the Bull Run website”.
On the website, just click on the Menu bar and select
Reference Library from the drop down list. At this
juncture you have a decision to make. Do you review
the archived Clutch Chatter issues or review the archive of Car of the Month articles? For my friend, I
suggest reviewing the Car of the Month articles.
The Car of the Month articles are published in the
Clutch Chatter, but the newsletter often uses an
abridged edition of the article due to size restrictions.
If you want to get the whole story, this location on the
website is where to find it. The Car of the Month
(COM) feature is a relatively new one, first published in
the March 2014 Clutch Chatter. It was about; you
guessed it, Franklin Gage’s 1927 Chevy. The feedback
to this first attempt was positive. So in the November
2014 issue it became a regular feature. The website
has every single COM article in complete form from
those first issues through the latest one from April
2017. Some very unique, interesting and beautiful cars
have been highlighted, and it is fun to read all the interesting stories that surround these vehicles.
The archive of past Clutch Chatters is more extensive.
Even though the Clutch Chatter has been the Region’s
newsletter since the beginning, the digital newsletters
go back to January 2008. Every Clutch Chatter from
that time on is located in the archive by year. It is
sometimes nice to relive your memories by flipping
through these files. You can reconnect with old
friends, see who the past officers were and even relive
some of the many club events. If you are new to the
Region, these are an excellent source for you to become familiar with club activities and see the fun we
can enjoy when we all pitch in and make these good
times happen. Become one of the 35,118 visitors that
have enjoyed our website. Just go to
www.bullrunaaca.org.
END

1928 Rolls-Royce Phantom I Roadster
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Editor’s Notes by Bill Winter
Your Hobby…
Your Newsletter…
Your Stories…

To make this an informative and interesting vehicle for club members I need your help. If you know
of any upcoming events, please let me know. Articles on events you have attended complete with
pictures for publication would be welcome. Articles on automotive history, vintage photos, the agony and joy of your restoration projects (current or
past), technical tips, or a discourse on a particular
skill that you would like to share would also be
welcome. The articles do not need to be long, usually between 600 and 900 words. Pictures are especially welcome. Please submit articles, pictures
or ideas to me and see your story featured in the
Clutch Chatter.
The Clutch Chatter Editor
6800 Walnut Street
Falls Church, VA 22046-2320
Phone: (703) 534-6387
The deadline for submissions for inclusion in
the next issue is the 25th of the month.

May Anniversaries
Darryll & Cathy Baker
Chris & Barbara Cummings
Ernie & Nancy Newland
Pete & Pam Pandolfi
Bill & Katherine Sessler
Chris & Nancy Sessler
William & Joan Thomas

May Birthdays
Amanda Adams
Edward Barnette
Deborah Belt
Dave Claveloux
Lenita Franklin

Franklin Gage
Virginia Geris
Phil Graves
Pete Pandolfi
Greg Walthour

Answer to May Trivia Question
It was 1915 in Detroit. The eight sided shape was
selected to make it easier to identify at night. In
1955 the standard sigh was changed from black letters on yellow to white letters on a red background.

Member News
Trailer Available for Members Use: A former BRR
member, Ed Johannemann, has generously offered curcurrent BRR members with current dues the use of
his trailer with a 9,000 lb winch at no charge. He is
located next to Mount Vernon at 9106 Old Mount
Vernon Road, Alexandria, VA 22309. Ed can be
reached at 703-310-4097 or
eddie6842@gmail.com.
Car For Sale: My 1941 Buick Super, model 51C,

four door convertible. It is a rare car, number 109
out of 500
made in 1941.
I’m asking
$45,000 or best
offer. It’s all
original. The
first owner had
it for 20 years,
then after two
owners in the next 10 years, it went into a private
collection in New York from 1972 until I bought it
in 2008. I’ve only done preservation work on it
except for restoring the chrome plated top mechanism and a new canvas top from Hill Jenkins in
North Carolina. I have rebuilt the power train and
a lot of other mechanical devices on the car. The
car runs great. Many extra parts and original literature are included. Please spread the word to anyone you think might be interested. I need to sell it
while my health is still up to it. Call me at 703403-4097 or e-mail me wholmes2@cox.net If interested or you have a lead. Thank you, Bill
Holmes
Meeting Refreshments: Volunteers are needed to
bring refreshments to the Bull Run June meeting. If
you would like to contribute snacks or drinks for a future meeting please sign up for an open spot on the
table that will be available at the meetings or contact
Joann Richardson at 703-768-1569.
Presenters needed. Jon Battle has several people on
tap for short presentations at our monthly meetings,
but there is always a need for more. Do you have some
special expertise you would like to share? Do you have
a favorite make of vehicle you could enlighten the rest
of the membership about? If you do, please contact Jon
at 540-364-1770

6

Meeting Minutes April 9, 2017
1. The meeting was called to order at 4:00 PM by
Bill Holmes.
2. Following the Pledge of Allegiance the Treasurers Report was read and accepted.
3. A volunteer is needed for Sunshine Coordinator.
Until a replacement is found or if you are willing to
volunteer please notify Joann Richardson.
4.A sign-up list for meeting refreshments for the
next several months was circulated.
5. Darryll Baker presented a sign-up list for the distribution of Rohr Car Show flyers at future shows.
6. We need someone to plan the August 13th picnic
meeting
7. We discussed helping Boy Scout Troop 6500
(and club member John Wood) by having 1 or 2
members cars at the “29 Diner” on the 1st and 3rd
Monday of the month from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM.
Scott Patton agreed to be the BRR Youth Coordinator to coordinate this effort. Scott and John Wood
will explain this program at the May 21 meeting at
the 29 Diner.
8. There was a 50/50 drawing.
9. Following the business meeting the speaker, Phil
Graves, gave a presentation on post war model
trains and toy cars and trucks.

2017 Calendar of Events and Activities
Bull Run Region Calendar:
May 21 (changed from May 14 for Mothers Day) Bull Run Meeting at 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM, 29 Diner,
$16.00. Discussion of youth program in Region.
June 11 – Bull Run Meeting at 4:00 PM, VFW Hall,
Manassas, VA. Speaker: Cliff Burke, “Autonomous
Cars”
July 9 – Bull Run Meeting at 4:00 PM, VFW Hall,
Manassas, VA. (Flying Circus Cancelled) Speaker:
(TBD)
July or August Driving Event Canceled
August 13 – Bull Run Meeting - Summer Fun Drive
starting at 2:00 PM, ending in potluck picnic at
4:00 PM. Flyer to be published. We need a coordinator.
September 10 - BRR Meeting (TBD)
September 16 - 42nd Edgar Rohr Car Show. Flyer
and Registration Form on pages 20 & 21
October 15 (changed from Oct 8 for Hershey) BRR Meeting and Speaker TBD.
October or November -BRR Fall Driving Tour. Flyer to be published.
November 12 -BRR Annual General Business
Meeting and Planning for 2018.
December 10 -BRR Meeting. Speaker: White Post
“Antique and Classic Car Braking Systems. Election of Officers,. Christmas Cookie Exchange.
Continued on page 8

10. The meeting was adjourned at 5:30 PM.
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2017 calendars continued from page 7

Area Calendar:
Every Saturday 6:30 – 9:00 AM, Cars and Coffee at
Katie’s Coffee House, Old Brogue Irish Pub, 760 Walker
Road, Great Falls, VA 22066.
May 6-7 – The Tides Northern Neck Road Tour and
Classic Car Show (flyer on pages 12&13)
May 12-13 – Winchester, VA – Shenandoah Region,
AACA 59th Apple Blossom Car Meet (flyer on page
14&15)
May 21,- 3rd Annual West Friendship Car Show . (flyer
on page 16).
June 3 – Fredericksburg, VA – Historic Fredericksburg
Region, AACA 60th Annual Antique Automobile
Meet.(flyer and registration on pages 17 & 18)
June 17- Richmond Region Show.
June 18 Fathers Day, Sully Plantation Show and Warrington Car Show.
July 30 – 14th Annual All Vehicle Show. Reisterstown
Regional Park, 401 Mitchell Dr., Reisterstown, MD. (flyer on BRR website).
August 19 – FSK Annual Vehicle Show. (flyer page 19)
October 14 – Rockville, MD Antique & Classic Car Show.

National Calendar: (check AACA Magazine)
May 26-27 – Eastern Spring Meet – Huntington Region
June 4-9 – Founders Tour (1932 – later) – hosted
by the Gettysburg Region
June 10-12 – The Elegance at Hershey
July 17-21 AACA Vintage Tour Wellsboro, PA
September 17-22 – Glidden Tour – Nebraska
October 4-7 – Eastern Fall Meet – Hershey, PA

April 9 Meeting Presentation
By Jon Battle
Toy cars and model trains of the late 1940's to
mid-1950's were the subject of Phil Graves'
presentation at the April 9 meeting of the Bull Run
Region.
By the end of World War II Lionel and American
Flyer had become the preeminent American manufacturers of toy trains. American Flyer, with its
"S" gauge trains, switched to the 2-rail system after the war; Lionel stuck with its "O" gauge 3-rail
system. Both companies had, abandoned
lithographed tinplate; molded plastic and die cast
metal allowed for much finer detail in rail cars and
locomotives. Lionel developed the realistic
"knuckle" coupler right after the War, which
American Flyer stuck to its more primitive "link"
coupler before switching to knuckle versions in
the early 1950's. Both companies introduced a
plethora of electrically-driven accessories, such a
devices that unloaded cattle and logs from freight
cars onto trackside platforms, and railroad crossings with automatic warning lights and gates. In
1950 Lionel introduced "Magne Traction", magnetized locomotive drive wheels that
gripped the steel track, providing more tractive
power.
Phil brought two postwar freight train sets along
with him: an American Flyer set, pulled by an Atlantic 4-4-2 steam locomotive and a Lionel
set, pulled by an S-2 steam turbine
tive. (The S-2's were wildly popular with junior
train collectors but the irony is that only one "real" S-2 was ever built for the Pennsylvania Railroad, and it was retired after only five years!)
Model train layouts gained realism after the War,
with the advent of affordable scale model buildings (such as those by Plasticville) and realistic
trees, rocks and grass, all scaled to match
the gauge of a particular company's trains.
Postwar realism spread to the world of toy cars
and trucks as well. Cars were no longer "generic",
they actually looked like dad's '48 Ford. And many
makes and models were available. Matchbox and
Dinky Toys made accurate-looking scale mod8

els affordable to the masses. Heavy steel Tonka
and Structo toys were durable and offered working
construction equipment.
Phil augmented his talk with projected images of
various photos taken at model train and toy car
gatherings, including photos of "farm" toys. These
were scale models of tractors, implements, combines, and harvesters made in cast iron by the Arcade company, and in hard rubber by Auburn. One
photo was of an enormous steam locomotive -- at
least five feet long including its tender -- that a
youngster could actually build with his Erector
set! The train was more for "show" than "go",
though: it didn't run on a track, but was designed to "run in place", with a small concealed electric motor turning the wheels. (Phil actually owns one of these beauties!) Erector, incidentally, was a product of the A.C. Gilbert company,
which later took over the manufacture of American
Flyer trains.
Phil also brought several children's books of the
Postwar era, among them a couple of the popular
Little Golden Books. The subject matter included
the "20th Century Limited" luxury express train,
and automobiles. One children's
book "pitched" the latest line of International
trucks to youthful prospective buyers. (One guess
as to which company published that one!)
END

May Meeting Program
The May meeting will be a dinner meeting at the
“29 Diner”. John Wood and Scott Patton will explain what is going on with the club youth program after dinner.
END
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Help Advertise the Edgar Rohr Memorial Car Meet

Below is the current Rohr Show Flyer Distribution Plan. If you attend any of the functions listed, please
hand out our show flyers. The new flyers will be available in April. Contact Darryll Baker to tell him which
events you will attend and receive a supply of flyers.
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29 Diner is a Supporter of the Bull Run Region, AACA
www.29diner.com
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FSK

Francis Scott Key Antique Car Club, Inc.,
Chapter of Sugarloaf Mountain Region of AACA

32nd Annual Vehicle Show
Benefit for
Fred Co Hospice, Alzheimer’s Assoc., & Rose Hill Manor Children’s Museum

SATURDAY, AUGUST 19TH (RAIN DATE SUNDAY, AUGUST 20TH)
at Rose Hill Manor Children’s Museum & Historic Park
1611 N. Market Street, Frederick, MD
Including flea market, Food, Rose Hill Manor tours, WW II re-enactment
Registration: 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Awards: Approx. 2:30 p.m.
AWARDS for registered attending participants
Dash plaques for first 150 registered
25 Top participant’s choice awards
Youngest and Oldest driver
Longest distance registered vehicle driven Boy Scouts
choice
FSKACC Best of Show choice
Pre-registration Form (Please Print)
Name________________________________________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________________________________________
E-mail address (for future show notification) ______________________________@_________________________
VEHICLE INFO

Year

€

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS SUGGESTED IN VEHICLES

Make

Model

Class

Flea Market or car For Sale Space 10’ x 15’ (provide your Tax number)________________________________
Brief description of merchandise: ____________________________________________________________________

PAY-WHAT-YOU-WANT or
Suggested $10 pre-registration before Aug 11th
or
$15 day of show per vehicle or space.
Make checks payable to: FSK Antique Car Club, Inc., benefit (no refunds)
Mail check with this form to: Bob Failor, 101 Fairfield Dr., – Frederick, Maryland 21702
Info: Ed – ezclassics@comcast.net 301 514-2207 or Skip – demason113@comcast.net 240 422-0368
Visit us on Facebook at: Francis Scott Key Antique Car Club, Inc.
Fred Co Parks & Recreation Depart & FSK Antique Car Club, Inc. is neither responsible nor liable for any vehicle damage, theft or personal injury. All info is subject to change Revised 2/23/17
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