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February Car of the Month
1973 Ford Mustang Mach I
By Pete Pandolfi

In This Issue

I have loved cars all my life. Ever since I saw one at the New York Auto
Show in 1959, I have wanted a Rolls-Royce. So how did I wind up with a
Mustang as my first collector car? Well I was driving through Manassas
on my way to look at a Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, when I looked up a
side street and saw a bright yellow Mustang with a For Sale sign on it. I
drove further down the road and said to myself that I will regret not
looking at the Mustang. I turned around and saw the gleaming fastback
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with black striping. My oldest son has always loved this model and I
thought it was the sleekest looking Mustang ever built.

Rohr Show
Supporters

13

Flyers

15

The year was 1999 and this 1973 Mustang had an asking price of $5,500
and appeared to be in good condition. As sanity began to set in, I weighed
my options. Rolls asking price $14,000, Mustang $5,500; Rolls parts hard
to find and expensive, Mustang available and reasonable; work on the
Rolls with my son never going to happen, work on the Mustang with my
son fairly likely. The Rolls didn’t add up, but the Mustang did. I scrapped
the Rolls idea yet again, never having gone to see it, and I copied the
information to contact the Mustang owner.
When my son and I arrived to test drive the Mustang, the car was
rumbling at idle. The throaty lope of the engine was pure music. A short
drive and a quick offer of $5,100 sealed the deal and the Mach I was mine.
What a steal, I thought.
Continued on page 3
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The President’s Page By Darryll Baker

BRR Region Contacts
Bull Run Region Website:
www.bullrunaaca.org

I'd like to thank everyone who came out for our officer installation
and award dinner at the City Tavern in Manassas on January 14.
Despite it being a "cold winter's night” we had at least 30 attend and
had a wonderful time. Pete Pandolfi swore in our 2018 officers,
which included welcoming Luke Stakenborg as our new vicepresident.

Officers:
President: Darryll Baker
(571) 294-7853
Vice President: Luke
Stakenborg, (703) 753-8275
Treasurer: Nicki Hudson
(540) 522-6533
Secretary: Joann Richardson
(703) 768-1569

2018 Bull Run Officers are sworn in
We presented our annual awards to several individuals who have
helped move the club forward in a variety of ways. These awards
are listed separately on pages 9 and 10. We were thrilled to have
Pam Pandolfi back with us after a difficult year last year, and we
welcomed new member Rob Farrow.

Board of Directors:

Please do get your membership forms in to Lenita Franklin in as
soon as possible. A copy of the form is included on page 16.

Bill Sessler
(703) 361-5491

We are always looking for events to participate in for our members
and please advise any of our officers or board members if you have a
specific event you'd like to see the club participate in. We try to put
as many of the major events as possible on our website (Contact
Pete Pandolfi) and the Clutch Chatter (Contact Bill Winter) if you
have any recommendations.

George Richardson
(703) 768-1569

Steve White
(703) 533-0386

Website Coordinator:
Pete Pandolfi
(703) 919-8343

Sunshine Committee:
Kim Thomas
828-707-5299

Membership Recorder:
Lenita Franklin
(703) 494-6709

I'd ask all members to let me know if you're able to help with any of
the following critical needs for this year. In all cases below there
are experienced folks willing to back you up and help, but we need
specific members to step up and take these "Bull Run" tasks by the
horns.
A: Show Chairman for the Edgar Rohr show
B: Car Show Registration
C: Assistance with designing the Car Show Flyer and Poster
Our next meeting will be at the Manassas VFW on 11 February at
4pm. The guest speaker will be Howard Singleton discussing the
history of the car pre-1900.
We look forward to another successful year and look forward to
seeing many of you at various meets, and shows!
All the best, Darryll
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Car of the Month continued from page 1
The next day was when it reality hit. First, the Mustang
would not start. I found out that the butterfly valves on
all four barrels were rigged to be fully open. Gas was
constantly flooding in making the engine hard to start
when cold. A closer look at the interior revealed a
worn carpet and a broken passenger side bucket seat.
It was being held upright by a block of wood. This seat
was actually the driver’s bucket and the previous
owner had switched the two seats. Getting out of the
car and looking at my great purchase, I discovered the
car was two shades of yellow with the front fenders
and hood being a bright glossy color and the rest of the
car a paler, more faded yellow. I also discovered the
engine was chained to the frame and the shock tower
buttresses had been removed.
It was not all bad news. Other than the rigged Holey
carburetor, the
engine was in great
shape. It was a 351
Cleveland V-8 with
an aluminum
Edlebrock
performance intake
manifold and high
performance cam.
351 cu-in Cleveland-V8
This was also a
high optioned car
with a center console, fold down rear seat, rear window
defroster, deluxe interior, clock and a C6 automatic
transmission. It even had intermittent windshield
wipers. Completing the package was a front air dam,
rear spoiler, NACA hood with lockdown hood locks and
non-functional scoops. All Mach I’s came with front
disk and rear drum brakes.
So now it was time to get to work. I removed the
broken bucket seat. The seat frame had been split. A
used frame was located and a local upholstery shop
redid the bucket seat. It was returned to the driver’s
side and the passenger bucket was reinstalled. I found
the shock tower buttresses, painted them flat black and
installed them. This greatly improved the handling. I
had the engine
unchained and
replaced the
motor mounts.
A mechanic
friend of mine
rebuilt the
carburetor and
set the linkages
correctly. The
“The Beast”
car was now

running well and my mechanic dubbed the car “The
Beast”. It was aptly named as my wife refused to drive
the car. She would say it was too loud, had too much
horsepower, and too little visibility.
She was right on that last point, I am not sure the other
two objections are possible. This Mustang was the
biggest and heaviest Mustang made, beating out the
1971 and 1972 versions in length due to the 1973
mandate for energy absorbing front bumpers. Since
the performance was downgraded for each of these
three years, this car was more show than go. The sleek
design created huge blind spots on each side. The tiny
sports mirrors on both sides were of marginal help.
The rear window was huge but at such a raked angle,
you were
actually
looking
through a
thin slit of
window.
The raised
hood for
the air
scoops was
a challenge
This is how most people see
for shorter
drivers to
the Mach 1
see over.
But it was
a head turner and I loved driving it around.
While stock Mach I’s that year could come with as little
as 177 horsepower, with the 302 V-8, mine boasted
255 horsepower due to the larger engine and
performance upgrades. This car had Magnum 500
wheels which were no longer an optional wheel in
1973, but were readily available. After a few years, I
had the car repainted and restriped so the entire car
was one color yellow. I replaced the worn carpets and
the pitted rear chrome bumper.
Over my 13 years of ownership, I have taken this car to
numerous local shows and have received a number of
trophies and awards for it. In 2004, I bought a 1931
Ford Model A town sedan for my wife. Being an
elegantly styled car, we named it Belle for Beauty and
the Beast. When we took the cars to a show we
displayed them as Beauty and the Beast. I truly
enjoyed having the Mustang and sometimes miss it.
Sadly in 2012, I was forced to sell the car. My health
and joint problems made it too difficult and painful to
get in and out of the low slung car. The Beast will
always be remembered. As for Beauty? Well that is
another story.
END
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Caught in the Web
By Peter Pandolfi
You may remember from my article last month, I have
been looking for way to improve our website and make
it a more useful tool for the membership. The changes
have already started. In January Nathan completed
several additions and updates to the website
The photos from the 2017 Edgar Rohr Memorial Car
Meet have been posted under the Rohr Car Show tab.
Also under this tab you will find a new page that lists
the Rohr Trophy winner from each show. This
information was published as a show handout
previously, but now we have a ready, permanent
record on our website.
Under the Club Information tab if you select Club
History you will see we have added the list of Region
Presidents, Clutch Chatter Editors and Webmasters.
This information was maintained in the Region’s
annual phone roster. Now we have a permanent
electronic source to research club information. Also
under the Club Information tab you will see an Awards
page. This is a new page where you can find lists of the
Region’s annual award winners. These lists were also
published in the Region’s annual phone roster. Listed
are the recipients for the Howard Hamm Award, Arthur
Ault Award, Ambassador Award and the Continuous
Service Award. Also listed are any National awards the
Region received from AACA.
I hope you find these upgrades useful, but there is more
coming up. Once finalized we will have the 2018 Rohr
car show flyer available. We are also going to create a
list of Rohr show sponsors from the previous year’s
show. I intend to create a list of newsletter awards
won by the Clutch Chatter and a similar list for the
website awards. These will take a little research, but
once compiled it should be easy to maintain. Did you
know that our newsletter and website compete for
national awards every year? It is true and we have
done quite well in recent years in both areas.

Rob will give Bull Run Region Members a
20% Discount on Labor for Mechanical,
Body and Paint Work. Just show your BRR
membership card.

Even with all this, I am sure many of you have things
you would like to see on our website. Don’t be shy.
Let me know about any improvements or additions we
can make to the site. Remember we have a Links tab.
While useful as is, if you have some hobby related site
that is not listed and you believe other members would
benefit from it, send it to me and we will get it added.
Continue to check out the website regularly. If you
have any comments or suggestions about the website
send them to me by email at usaf04@live.com.
END
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Editor’s Notes By Bill Winter
Your Hobby…
Your Newsletter…
Your Stories…
Please submit any suggestions for articles, pictures or
ideas to me and see your story featured in the Clutch
Chatter.
The Clutch Chatter Editor
6800 Walnut Street
Falls Church, VA 22046-2320
Phone: (703) 534-6387
The deadline for submissions for inclusion in the
next issue is the 25th of the month.

February Anniversaries
George & Joann Richardson

February Birthdays
Steve Brooks
Karen Holmes
Nancy Rohr

Shirley Farley
Joan Orvis
Steven White

Member News
At the January 14 banquet at the City Tavern the
2018 officers were sworn in. The elected officers
are:
President…………….. Darryll Baker
Vice President……….Luke Stakenborg
Treasurer…………….Nicki Hudson
Secretary……………Joann Richardson
Region Directors……George Richardson,
Bill Sessler, Steve White

Trailer Available for Members Use: A former BRR
member, Ed Johannemann, has generously offered
current BRR members with current dues the use of
his trailer with a 9,000 lb. winch at no charge. He is
located next to Mount Vernon at 9106 Old Mount
Vernon Road, Alexandria, VA 22309. Ed can be reached
at 703-310-4097 or eddie6842@gmail.com.
Presenters needed. Jon Battle has several people on
tap for short presentations at our monthly meetings,
but there is always a need for more. Do you have some
special expertise you would like to share? Do you have
a favorite make of vehicle you could enlighten the rest
of the membership about? If you do, please contact Jon
at 540-364-1770
Meeting Refreshments: Volunteers are needed to
bring refreshments to the Bull Run meetings. If you
would like to contribute snacks or drinks for a future
meeting please sign up for an open spot on the table
that will be available at the meetings or contact Joann
Richardson at 703-768-1569.

2018
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Snacks

Drinks

Installation of Officers and
Awards Banquet
Bill Winter

Darryll
Cookie
Exchange

The Bull Run Region has been invited to
participate in the Prince William County Historic
Preservation Division’s Classic Car Show at the
Brentsville Courthouse Historic Center on April 28.
The show is not judged but there will be a
recognition of the oldest vehicle. See flyer on page
18.
For Sale: My 1941 Buick Super, model 51C, four-door
convertible. See flyer on page 15 for complete
details. Call me at 703-403-4097 or e-mail
wholmes2@cox.net if interested or if you have a lead.
Thank you, Bill Holmes
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Meeting Minutes January 14, 2018
Installation of Officers and Awards Banquet. No
business meeting and no minutes.

2018 Bull Run Events Calendar
Bull Run Region Calendar:
February 11 – Club Meeting, 4:00PM, VFW Hall,
Manassas, VA. Speaker: Howard Singleton,
“History of the Car pre-1900”.

Area Calendar:
Every Saturday 6:30 – 9:00 AM, Cars and Coffee at
Katie’s Coffee House, Old Brogue Irish Pub, 760 Walker
Road, Great Falls, VA 22066.

March 10 -- Chesapeake Region, AACA, Parts
Swap Meet, Howard County Fairgrounds. 7:00 AM
to 3:00 PM.
March 23-24 – Sugarloaf Mountain Region, AACA,
Parts Meet, Carroll County Agriculture Center,
Westminster, MD. (Flyer on page 17)
April 18-22 – Spring Carlisle, Carlisle, PA.

March 11 -- Club Meeting, 4:00 PM, VFW Hall,
Manassas, VA. Speaker: TBD

April 28– 2018 ODMA Meet, Lacey Springs Elementary,
8621 North Valley Pike, Harrisonburg, VA 22018. More
information to come.

April 8 -- Club Meeting, 4:00PM, VFW Hall,
Manassas, VA. Speaker: Jim Cross, Tips on
preparing a car for a tour.

April 28 – PWC Historic Preservation Division Car
Show, Brentsville Courthouse, 10 AM to 3 PM (Flyer on
page 18)

May 20 (changed from May 13 for Mother’s Day) –
Club Meeting at Jukebox Diner, 7039 Columbia
Pike, Annandale, VA.

June 2 – Saturday, 28th Orphan Car Tour, through

June 10 – Club Meeting, 4:00 PM VFW Hall,
Manassas, VA. Speaker: Cynthia Lee Monroe wiil
speak about the days of car racing in Kensington,
MD.

June 17 – Sunday Fathers Day, Sully Plantation.

July 8 – Club Meeting, 4:00 PM, VFW Hall,
Manassas, VA. Speaker: TBD
August 12 – Club Meeting, Annual Picnic, Location
TBD. No Speaker
September 9 – Club Meeting, 4:00 PM, VFW Hall,
Manassas, VA. Rohr Show is sole theme of meeting,
No Speaker.
September 15 – Rohr Car Show. Manassas
Museum, Manassas, VA.
October 21 (changed from October 14 for
Hershey) – Club Meeting, 4:00 PM, VFW Hall,
Manassas, VA. Speaker: TBD
November 11 – Club Meeting, 4:00 PM, VFW Hall,
Manassas, VA. Annual Business Meeting, No
Speaker

Harford & Baltimore counties in MD. See page 7 for
more information.

August 11 – All GM Show, Montgomery College,
Rockville, MD.
October 3-7 – Fall Carlisle, Carlisle, PA
October 20 -- Rockville Antique & Classic Car Show,
Rockville Civic Center Park, 603 Edmonston Drive,
Rockville, MD.

National Calendar: (Check AACA Magazine)
February 8-10 -- AACA Annual meeting,
Philadelphia, PA.

April 5-7 – Southeastern Spring Meet, Hornets
Nest Region, Charlotte, NC.
May 31-June 2 – AACA Grand National,
Greensburg, PA.
July 11-14, – Eastern Spring Meet, Gettysburg, PA.
(Flyer on page 19).
October 10-13 – Eastern Fall Meet, Hershey
Region, Hershey, PA.

December 9 – Club Meeting, 4:00 PM, VFW Hall,
Manassas, VA. Annual Cookie Exchange. Speaker:
TBD.
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28th Orphan Car Tour
Saturday June 2 2018
By Jon Battle
The scenic roads of Maryland's Baltimore and Harford
counties will be the setting of the 28th Orphan Car
Tour on Saturday, June 2, 2018. Passing through areas
such as Hunt Valley, My Lady's Manor and Worthington
Valley, the tour's route will meander past horse farms
and estates, villages and pastures. As in past years
drivers will receive printed directions so they can take
the tour at their own speed, and part of the day will be
spent visiting places of interest along the route. A lateafternoon dinner at Friendly Farms Restaurant in
Upperco will cap the day's itinerary. Plans are still
being worked out, but a flyer with complete
information will be ready soon. Occasional updates
will be posted at the Orphan Car Tour's website,
www.orphancartour.org/, where a description and
history of the Tour event are also available. The
Orphan Car Tour is open to all “orphan” (discontinuedmake) vehicles at least 25 years old, and is sponsored
by six local chapters of national “orphan” car
clubs. Further information is available from Jon Battle,
(540) 364-1770, or tourdirector@orphancartour.org .

February 11 Talk Covers 400 Years
of Car History – Before 1900
By Jon Battle

Howard Singleton's upcoming talk on the early
history of the automobile is remarkable in two
ways. First, it covers over 400 years of automotive
development in less than 45 minutes. And second,
his history ends in 1888 -- an era in which most
automotive histories begin!
Howard's story truly covers the "early years" of
self-propelled vehicles -- starting in
1470! Through the help of slides and videos, Bull
Run members will learn how human muscles,
wind, clock springs, steam, and electricity were
employed to propel wheeled vehicles along roads - long before gasoline engines were adopted as a
common motive power. Club members will
learn about a kite-powered buggy that outran a
mail coach, steam-powered passenger coaches of
the 1830's that were undone by politics, and a
woman who made marketing history by driving to
her mother's home. And more! Don't miss it!!
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Installation of Officers and Awards Banquet
January 14, 2018

Installation of Officers

2018 Bull Run Region, AACA Officers: From left Darryll Baker, President; Luke Stakenborg,
Vice President; Nicki Hudson, Treasurer; George Richardson, Director; Joann Richardson,
Secretary; Bill Sessler, Director; Steve White, Director.
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Awards Presentation

Pete Pandolfi accepts the Ambassador Award
for the members that best represent and
promote the Bull Run Region

Nancy Rohr accepts the Continuous Service
Award presented to Chip and Nancy for more
than 10 years of exceptional service to the club

Ray and Lenita Franklin accept the Ambassador
Award for the members that best represent and
promote the Bull Run Region

Continued on page 10
9

Jon Battle receives the Howard Hamm Founders
Award for the member that provided outstanding
support to the president

Nicki Hudson receives the Arthur Ault
Award, presented annually to a member for
outstanding service to the region
throughout the year

Franklin Gage presents Darryll Baker with an
AACA sign from the members of the club
for his outstanding service
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Banquet Scenes

Continued on page 12
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29 Diner is a Supporter of the Bull Run Region, AACA
www.29diner.com
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1941 Buick Super 51C 4 Door
Convertible

Please spread the word to anyone you think might
be interested. I need to sell it while my health is
still up to it.

For Sale $33,000 (Negotiable)
Contact Bill Holmes: wholmes2@cox.net or
(703) 403-4097
This is a rare car, number 109 out of 500 made in 1941.
I have reduced the price to $33,000. Any reasonable
offer will be considered.
It’s all original. I’ve only done preservation work on it
except for restoring the chrome plated top mechanism
and a new canvas top. I have rebuilt the power train
and a lot of other mechanical devices on the car.
Complete details follow. The car runs great. Many extra
parts and original literature are included.

ENGINE-I have rebuilt the dual carbs, generator,
starter, oil pump, distributor, oil filter, air cleaner, sent
the radiator to shop for testing, cleaning and some
minor repairs, purchased and installed a new voltage
regulator, new correct battery, rebuilt fuel and water
pumps, new fuel tank, new gas lines and all new belts
and hoses with correct clamps. Sent the head to a
machine shop for a valve job. Removed and cleaned
solid lifters, rods (replaced 2 rods), repainted cover
plate. Removed, disassembled and cleaned rocker arm
assembly and its oil lines. Cleaned and painted the
rocker arm cover and oil pan. Replaced timing chain
and painted the cover. Cleaned piston tops, inspected
cylinder walls and checked a couple of main bearings.
stabilizer links. Opened up and cleaned oil chamber of
rear shocks and new lever to body link rods.

All OK given mileage. Compression is good, equal in all
cylinders and oil consumption low, and so I have not
touched bearings or pistons. Installed new motor

BRAKES - rebuilt the brake system (New brake shoes,
wheel cylinders and internal shoe springs done by
mechanic in Dillsburg PA). New stainless steel break
lines and rebuilt master cylinder. New emergency
brake cables and repainted brake handle, repainted
rear wheel brake backing plate, new shock linkages.

CLUTCH & TRANSMISSION - installed a new clutch
and pressure plate, throw out bearings, new throw out
fork cover and rebuilt clutch pedal system. Cleaned and
replaced synchronizer, all gears and shafts in top rows
of transmission, new torque ball shims and gaskets and
repainted case. Replaced all shims in shifter linkage.

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR – New pedals, new mat with
correct carpet inserts and new rear carpet and footrest
cover, new leather robe rail all from Hill Jenkins in NC.
Radio sent out for repair and new speaker (push
buttons work) (Radio not installed yet). Top frame
chrome plated by PAUL’s Chrome near Pittsburgh,
cross members repainted, new wood bow and all new
gaskets installed, “C” pillar replated and all new gaskets
(needs to be painted), new Harrazh cloth top,
headliner, new chrome front, top and rear trim tack
strips and rear well liners ready to be installed (all
parts and top made by Hill Jenkins in NC). Heater
restored with NOS core and motor, defroster restored
(both cores pressure tested by mechanic shop. All
instruments, lights, horn work. Speedometer and
odometer worked when I got the car but replaced
speedometer cable. Recast steering wheel installed.
New 16’’ tires and repainted and striped the wheels.
New hub caps and trims rings.

DRIVE SHAFT, REAR END, REAR AXELS – New front
universal joint, inspected rear end gears (all ok),
replaced wheel bearings, and repainted everything.
New sway bar bushings, new stabilizer bushings and

OTHER WORK TO BE DONE – both front floorboards
have some rust holes, trunk has 2 minor holes, inside
and some of bottom rocker panels need repaired. No
damage to other sheet metal or frame.

mounts. Cleaned intake and exhaust headers, repaired
heat diverters under carbs, new “Y” pipe header and
new exhaust system, mufflers, clamps and hangers.
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