Bull Run Region Car of the Month
1967 Oldsmobile Cutlass Convertible
After I sold my 1931 Ford Model A and my 1973 Mustang Mach I, I felt empty. Even though I
had Pam’s 1965 Chevy Corvair convertible, it was not the same as having a classic car of my
own. Desiring a Rolls-Royce since I was seven years old, I decided this was the time. As fate
would have it, I could not find a model Rolls-Royce that I liked and could afford. While
scanning classic car websites, I discovered this 1967 Oldsmobile Cutlass. A Cutlass over a
Rolls-Royce?! Well the Cutlass offered all I was looking for; it was big, I have always loved
Oldsmobiles, it was in outstanding conditions having been recently restored, and it was a
convertible.
Body Style
Engine
Transmission
Wheelbase
Length
Curb Weight

2-door convertible
330 cu in V8 310 hp
2-speed automatic
115 in
204.3 in
3,440 lb.

In 1967, major news for 1967 was the availability of optional disc brakes and the three-speed
Turbo-Hydramatic to supplement the two-speed Jetaway. An unusual new model was the
Turnpike Cruiseron Cutlass Supreme coupes and convertibles, which used a two-barrel
carburetor and mild camshaft with the 400 cu in (6.6 L) engine and a (numerically) low axle ratio
for efficient and relatively economical freeway cruising. The Turnpike Cruiser used the heavyduty suspension of the 442, and was available only with Turbo Hydramatic.
My Cutlass was located within 50 miles of my house at a classic car storage and restoration
facility in Fredericksburg, Virginia. An additional service this business provides is that they will
sell your car on consignment. They take care of the advertising and showing of the vehicle and
facilitate the transaction between owner and buyer.

Despite the slab side design of the car, the car has a sleek sporty appearance especially with
the top down. Notice that the front suspension seems to be set higher than the rear giving the
impression that the car is continually leaping forward. Even with only 310 horsepower, the
car accelerates very fast.

Front view of the 1967 Oldsmobile Cutlass
convertible. The squared lines of the hood and
fenders combined with the horizontal expanse of
the grill and headlights/high beam accentuates
the width of this car. While being considerably
wider than 21st century cars, there were bigger
cars in its day.

This rear view again highlights the
car’s impressive width and suggests
plenty of room to spare in the trunk.

One Saturday, Pam and I drove down to look at the car, and even she instantly fell in love with
the car. On April 13, 2013, I bought the car for $17,900.
This particular car is sort of rare as most Oldsmobile Cutlass convertibles were Cutlass Supreme
models. This convertible is a base level Cutlass. It comes with a 330 cubic inch Jetfire V-8
engine putting out 310 horsepower. This was the last year the 330 engine was offered which was
replaced by the well-known 350 cubic inch engine in 1968 as the base V-8. The 330 engine was
the smallest V-8 offered in the Cutlass in 1967 with the 350 and larger engines offered as
options. My engine sports a two barrel carburetor and is attached to the two speed Jetaway
automatic transmission, the Oldsmobile version of the Power Glide transmission. The car comes
with an electric power top, AM radio, power steering, 4-wheel drum power brakes and a bench
seat. The odometer read 113,900 miles on it, actually it “read” 13,990 miles with the 100,000
miles assumed. However, the engine was rebuilt with 112,000 miles along with the
transmission, brake system, fuel system and suspension.
Most convertibles look fantastic with
the top down, but they look like the
top was an unwanted add-on when
the top is up. This is one of the rare
convertibles that presents a striking
appearance with the top up. Similar
year Pontiac GTOs also come to mind
with this feature. No surprise there
since the Cutlass and Lemans share
the same platform.

I enjoy taking this car out for a drive whenever I can. The car shows are a lot of fun, but it is
also fun to just go out for a drive and get ice cream. People who see the car always comment on
it. One of the things I think is most amusing in their comments is their reaction to its size. I
have heard people say things like, “Now there is a land yacht” or, “That car is a real boat” or one
of my favorites, “Look at the size of that trunk! How many bodies can you get in there?” When
I hear such comments, I take great delight in informing these people that, in its day, this was an
intermediate sized car. Interestingly, most of the comments regarding the trunk size, minus the
body count reference, come from women.

This is the 330 cubic inches V-8 engine which
would no longer be available in 1968 in favor of
the popular 350 cubic inches V-8 found in later
General Motors cars and trucks. With no air
conditioning, there is plenty of access under the
hood. Only Oldsmobile engines were painted
gold.

1) Detailed article by Double Dragon detailing the Turnpike Cruiser.
http://www.oldsmobilesforever.com/1967%20TC%20WEb%20Page.htm
2) Olds factory literature, documents and books link
http://www.oldsmobility.com/old/literature.htm

Selected Pages from the 1967 Oldsmobile sales Brochure
Cover
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1) Link to all color paint choices , interior, exterior, trunk, striping
http://www.uniquecarsandparts.com.au/colour_swatch_gm_1967.htm
2) Deciphering the Olds Cowl Tag
http://www.oldsmobility.com/old/cowltag.htm

