My 1965 Chrysler New Yorker
By Scott Patton
It was the summer of 1994 when a friend invited me to go with him to a car show in the
Shenandoah Valley. It was there he showed the 1965 Chrysler New Yorker he had recently
purchased and driven back to Northern Virginia from Indianapolis. While this was my first
foray into the car hobby, it would hardly be my last.
I was stunned by the Chrysler’s remarkable original condition. The interior was flawless, and
the paint and chrome bumpers showed just slight signs of aging. I find myself very attracted to
good original-condition cars and this was one of them with only around 36,000 miles showing
on the odometer.
Following that first event, whenever car shows came up, the Chrysler’s busy owner, who had
other obligations, would invite me to take the car to display. From then on I was hooked on
the hobby and the Chrysler. After that, I spent more time with the car than did the owner and I
was able to offer friendly advice on what was needed to keep it healthy and running strong.
When it came time for the owner to sell, he knew who the new owner should be to give it a
good home with garage space. Being mostly a GM guy, I surprised myself by buying a Chrysler,
but this exceptional one had a magnetic force I just could not resist. Before he sold it to me,
the owner was kind enough to have the bumpers re-chromed and give the car a good, but not
show-quality, paint job.
In 1965, the Chrysler line was completely restyled and grew almost a foot longer. Most fourdoors sold that year were the sleek pilarless model, but mine is the more conservative fourdoor six-window Town Sedan. I especially like the enclosed headlights tucked neatly behind
glass shields, but it is a challenge to replace those lights. I also like the tail lights that glow red
behind clear lenses, a one year only feature.
My car rides on a 125 inch wheelbase and is powered by a 413 cid engine producing 350
horsepower. Power is transmitted to the wheels through a three-speed Torqueflite automatic.
Just recently I had the engine and transmission rebuilt.
Accessories include six-way power seat, but, oddly, no power windows. This is very unusual,
which leads me to believe the car was deliberately ordered the way. Perhaps the original
owner worried over relying on electricity to raise and lower the windows. Also included is AMFM radio with reverb that still works today!

Over the past 20 years, I have driven the Chrysler close to 30,000 miles to many shows, tours,
and on Sunday drives. I just love the way it handles on the open road and really enjoy driving it
whenever weather and road conditions are good. I believe these cars are meant to be enjoyed
and not kept as garage queens.
Since bitten by the bug, I have acquired two more antiques to share my garage space. One is
never enough!

The 1965 Chrysler New Yorker exudes elegance. Being enveloped by so much glass makes for unmatched visibility .

This nicely fashioned instrument panel looks very modern for a 53-year-old car.

Some of the added length in the 1965 Chrysler New Yorker is surely reflected in the enormous rear-seat legroom seen
here. In the 60s, Americans were learning how to ride in luxury and comfort.

By 1965, engine compartments were filling up with the accoutrements of modern driving. Note the alternator, a/c
compressor and lines, power brakes, power steering, and the big V8 engine. Note also how clean this engine
compartment is.

A careful look at this view of the 1965 Chrysler New Yorker Town Sedan may reveal why some say it borrowed styling
cues from Lincoln Continentals of that era. See if you can identify those features. Regardless, this is one handsome car.

