Car of the Month for September 2018
“The Scrambler” – Part I
My fascination with classic cars started at an early age. I used to build plastic model cars as a hobby.
My favorite being the ‘57 Chevy in red with white and chrome accents. As I grew up, went to college,
graduated, got married, and had kids, the dream of having a classic car of my own fell into the
background.
After starting my own accounting firm in 2006 I did acquire another dream of mine, a Harley Davidson
Motorcycle. Over the years of riding I enjoyed riding in the countryside with the wind in my hair. “Poker
Runs” were my favorite because it brought together two of my favorite activities, motorcycle riding and
playing poker. Over the years while riding I was nicknamed “Full House” due to my fascination with
poker and the fact that I had five kids, three girls and two boys, at the time which in poker terms is a ‘full
house’ queens over kings. Over the years it got shortened to just “House”.
Years went by and my wife an I got older. It became evident that our back issues would no longer allow
us to ride on two wheels in the open air. As a replacement we thought we would buy a convertible so
we could still ‘ride’ together in the open air. We considered one of the new Ford Mustang Eco-Boost
models. I was fascinated that a 4-cylinder car had over 300 horsepower. One limitation though was that
it only held four people. We had seven at the time, although our son was due to get married the next
month and we would then be down to six in the house. Needless to say, we did not buy it.
At the time we had a 2011 Minivan with all the bells and whistles and creature comforts a minivan could
have. It kept having issues and every time the mechanic would say this computer module is broke, or
that computer module was not working right, computer, computer, computer. I could never work on
anything like that. Plus, there was no space to do any work under the hood anyway. This got me
considering getting a car old enough to not have all these computers in them.
Then I went to the Labor Day Car Show in Fairfax in 2017 and saw several convertibles with large front
and back seats that could hold up to 6 people comfortably. Pontiac, Oldsmobile, and Cadillac were some
of the ones I saw. I told my wife about it and it was then that we considered maybe we could look into
getting a classic convertible. Finances were tight at the time so we put it aside for the time being. We
had to sell the motorcycle to get the cash to get our first classic car.
We decided on the Pontiac Catalina. When searching online there were not a lot of them. This was our
first experience at buying a classic car online, sight unseen. We made a lot of mistakes here as this was
our first time buying one. We did not know what to consider or look for in a classic car. We found what
we thought would be our baby, a 1967 Catalina Convertible. We talked with the dealer and decided to
purchase it. However, when we got it, the frame was all rusted out and had already been bridged
several times. Few accessories worked and it would not even pass inspection. This was important to us
because we intended to drive it, not park it in a garage. After a legal battle and costs of shipping car to
and from our house we were out $3,000 and still had no car. We were discouraged to say the least.
Then we went through Hemming’s and found another one. It looked good online, the dealer
recommended it and gave us a brief history. This time we paid an independent 3rd party to do a
complete inspection and test drive and report to us all the things good and bad about the car so we can

make an educated decision. We put a down payment on it and the inspector went out. He liked the car
so much that he apparently told the dealer if we did not buy it, he was going to buy it. We got the
report and decided we could like with the few minor issues it had. Our 1972 Pontiac Catalina
Convertible was then delivered to us.
We first took the car over to our classic car mechanics, the Schebish Brothers, in Manassas. Their focus
is Porsche, but they can do work on most classic cars. They liked this car much better than the 1967 we
had brought to them earlier with the rusted frame. They recommended some items to fix, some leaks
and some parts but overall it was in good shape. It passed inspection and we could now drive it. We
then took it to Craftsman Upholstery in Manassas Park, VA. The top is relatively new but may have
some issues with the way it joins the roof to the windshield and the back glass peeling away from the
cover. For now, it is OK, but will likely need to be replaced.
Then we thought, well why don’t we try and show the car also. We started gathering information on the
car, the engine, the accessories, features, etc. and found that it appeared most of the car had original
factory parts and accessories. We were able to get a copy of the original factory order for the car from
Marte Pontiac, Inc in Ohio. The coding on the factory order matched the 1972 Brochure and Accessories
catalog codes that were printed by Pontiac back for the 1972 model year. We have since been able to
confirm the engine parts using stamped codes one the block and they matched the VIN, the parts that
would have been used for the model year and the date stamps for the period manufactured. With that,
“TwoMorrows’ Yesterdays, LLC” was born.
The only significant differences so far appear to be the paint and the car stereo. The original color was
Cameo White, with White interior and a white top. Now, the car appears to have a Cardinal Red paint
color, which was another color of the time. We are still trying to confirm this. Also, we are pretty sure
Sony Stereo/Disc players were not a radio of the time. 😊 Most of the rest appears to be in order with
the times. The Schebish Brothers are helping us with getting some missing parts, hoses, removing
accessories that do not belong, etc. We have had it in one cruise-in so far in Brentsvillle, VA. We plan to
drive it around and show it in many more Cruise-In’s and Shows in the years to come.
So, why did I title this article “The Scrambler” – Part I? The Part I is easy. This is the first chapter in our
beginning a life with a classic car. We have a lot to learn and will be looking for advice and help from
those of you who know these cars better than we do. As for “The Scrambler” designation, this came
from how the car drives. Have you ever been to a carnival or country fair and ridden the ride in the
midway called the Scrambler? It was called that back in the day. Quite simply you sat in this ride that
whipped you in circles. Whoever was in the outermost seat got squished by the other riders in the seat
with you as this thing whipped around in horizontal circles. The bench seats in this car are soft, smooth,
and flat. They are not contoured like seats of today. When you drive this car and take corners on the
road everyone in the seat slides to the left or right, even with the seat belts on. It is fun to experience
and that is how the nickname came to be.
I would love to follow up on this story at some future time as we develop the car. There is still much for
me to learn and some more work to do on the car to get it as close to fully stock restored as we can. We
look forward to the adventure and sharing it with the club in the months and years to come. Thank you
for being a part of our adventure.

Sittin’ pretty in the sun

Its better side, Rob’s favorite view of his car

Its better side, another of Rob’s favorite views.

My ride! Rob is loving his first classic convertible

Going topless, showing off her full beauty and ready to drive

Going topless, showing off her full beauty and ready to drive

A 1972 for House….that’s Rob! (Chrome reflecting the grass)

