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Sometime in 1990 my son Rick asked me to paint his 1951 Chevy. He had
acquired the car in the late ‘70s while he was in high school and it was his
daily driver for about eight or ten years. In 1990 it was it was in good mechanical condition but the left front fender and bumper had some wrinkles
from an encounter with a stone wall on a snowy night in up-state New
York while Rick was studying at the Culinary Institute of America. The
lower part of the right front door and both rocker panels were badly rusted. Dozens of black widow spiders had taken up residence in the undercarriage. They were exterminated and we started to work.
Fixing the fender was
easy but the left section of the bumper was
beyond repair. Replacement rocker panels were available but
had to be welded in
place, as did a patch
for the door. I had
never done any welding but bought a little
Eastwood panel welder and became very
Rick Winter’s 1951 Chevy Fleetline Deluxe Sedan adept at sticking welding rods to the work
while trying to strike an arc (fortunately I practiced on some scrap metal).
After a few weeks I learned to weld and got all the panels repaired.
In the course of doing the bodywork I found that the car had three coats of
topcoat with lots of primer and sealer between the coats. So we decided to
strip the car to bare metal. It didn’t take long to decide to farm that job
out. After we got the car back the project became more of a partial restoration than a paint job.
Continued on page 4
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BRR Region Contacts
Bull Run Region Website:
www.bullrunaaca.org

Officers:

President: Bill Holmes
(703) 644-6890
Vice President: Darryll Baker
(703) 854-1725
Treasurer: Nicki Hudson
(540) 522-6533
Secretary: Joann Richardson
(703) 768-1569

Board of Directors:
George Richardson
(703) 768-1569
Bill Sessler
(703) 361-5491
Steve White
(703) 533-0386

Website Coordinator:
Bill Holmes

Sunshine Committee:

Open- Send any Information to
Joanne Richardson
(703) 768-1569

Membership Recorder:
Lenita Franklin
(703) 494-6709

The President’s Page By Bill Holmes
Bull Run Region members - Spring has sprung and the old car season is
upon us. There are four exciting events well within driving distance coming up soon. First, is the AACA National Meet in Charlotte, NC. That’s a
great event and I highly recommend it. The flea market is almost as big as
Hershey. Secondly, we have the ODMA Annual Meet in Virginia Beach, VA
on April 21 and 22nd. We are ODMA members and they have a really
great program lined up for Friday and the show on Saturday. The club is
donating a basket full of goodies for their auction that starts on Friday
night. Thanks to Nicki Hudson and Franklin Gage for taking care of
this. We do need some volunteers for this event, as we are required to
supply the least two judges for the show. We also need a second ODMA
representative to represent the club along with Franklin Gage. If you’re
interested in helping out in either of these activities please contact Franklin. Next, we have the Piedmont Region Meet in Charlottesville, VA on
April 30 and lastly, the Winchester Apple Blossom Show on May
13. Flyers for these meets are in the Clutch Chatter and on the website. WWW.BullrunregionAACA.Org
On our own front - We have our upcoming meeting with Phil Graves on
April 9, who will be talking about trains and toys of the-post war
era. Please bring your own antique toys or trains for our members display
table. The club decided to cancel the driving event we had planned for
March/ April due to a lack of volunteers to help me with the event. Unfortunately I’m having some health issues at the moment and just can’t do
everything I have been doing for the club. If you want to keep having quality programs some people have to step up and take over some of the duties. If you want help plan anything or work on something please contact me. There is a list of volunteer opportunities in this issue of the
Clutch Chatter.
I would like to thank the club members that donated items for us to
sell. Our Capital Campaign to raise $2000 to replace the money we spent
on the trailer is now halfway to the goal. If you have some worthwhile
items to sell please let me know but I will need you to help sell and ship
the items. We need one of you to volunteer to be the coordinator of
this effort. I can show you what you have to do. In the past three years
I’ve sold items for almost $3000. This is a very worthwhile activity that
someone needs to pick up.
Well let’s get our old cars out there and get going and have a lot of fun in
April. Thanks for listening, and happy motoring in your old car.
Bill Holmes, President
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Volunteers Needed
By Bill Holmes
1) We need every member to step up and donate $10$20, recruit a new Sponsor or donate a quality item to
be sold on eBay. Send money to Nicki Hudson. Sponsor
forms are on the website and items for sale go to me.

Please Do Your Part
Bull Run’s Capital Drive is making headway. So far we have a
few cash donations, two new sponsors and several items to
sell on eBay. We need everyone to pitch in to meet our
goal. Every member is requested to donate $10 at a minimum. Send donations to Nicki Hudson, Sponsors Applications to me and call me if you have something we can sell.

2) Four (4) Members to be on the Program Committee
to plan events for 2017, help find speakers, and plan
outings. Contact Jon Battle or me.
3) Sponsorship Manager to track and lead recruitment
of official sponsors and Clutch Chatter/Website advertising. Contact Bill Winter or me.
4) New member Welcoming Committee. Need 2-3
members who will contact new members to find their
needs and willingness to volunteer.
5) Membership Recruiting Team of 2-4 members to
create a club flyer and organize recruiting efforts at
various shows. Contact Lenita Franklin.
6) Youth and Scholarship Committee members to assist
Scott Patton, chairman, create and manage a scholarship program. 3-5 members. Contact me.
7) Coordinators to plan details for fun run and picnic.
Need 3 members. Contact me.
9) Rohr Show Volunteers. Darryll needs to fill several
committee chairs and firm up who will help on show
day. This is a lot of work for the handful doing it right
now. Please step up and help out.
10) Rohr Show Advertising. Jon Battle needs 3 persons
who can help him with emailing advertising sources,
tracking down editors etc.
11) Rohr Show Business Support. Jon Battle needs help
contacting merchants to sponsor trophies, donate gifts
and provide financial support for the show. This is critical to pay for the show. 1 person
12) Rohr Show Poster Distribution. Help Jon Battle get
posters displayed in merchants’ stores, libraries,
schools etc. We need to expand this effort throughout
Northern Virginia area.

April Automotive Trivia Question
When and where were the first centerlines
painted on a road?
See answer on page
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13) Refreshments for monthly meetings. Joann Richardson is coordinating.
14) eBay Sales Coordinator. Collect items and manage
sales on eBay or to club members and arrange delivery
for donated items. Contact me
15) Other miscellaneous tasks. Contact me if none of
the above interest you. There are many things to be
done. Perhaps we can find a match.
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Car of the month continued from page 1
Unfortunately I don’t have any “before” pictures
but did start taking them at this point. At the time I
had little interest in antique
cars and no
knowledge of
the resources
available
through clubs.
A co-worker
told me about
Hemmings and
After Patching Rusted Front
a few other
Door, Stripping, and Priming
publications.
The interior had been replaced in the ‘70s but was
pretty badly worn and nothing like GM had installed originally. I could
buy a complete high
quality reproduction from
Hampton
Coach. So, out
came the interior. Why
Milk Crate Served as a Driver’s
stop there?
Seat During Restoration
Out came the
wiring, the
glass, the instruments, everything on the dash, and any
chrome not previously removed.
After a year or so of picking at minor dings and
applying another coat of primer the car was ready
for
paint. A
coat of
sealer
revealed
more
imperfections
so a little more
putty.
Finally Some Color and a Clear Coat
Finally I
was
ready for topcoat.

The engine compartment looked pretty bad after
the rest of the car was painted. So I went after that.
The engine
was the 218
cu. in. that
Chevy had
used since
the ‘30s.
When looking
for engine
Engine Compartment in Need of
paint I found
Attention
that there
was a blue
and a gray for 1951. There was blue paint on the
valve cover and I liked the blue but didn’t realize
that in ’51 there were two engine options, the 218
with the
manual
transmission, and a
new 235
with the automatic
transmisPretty Blue 218 cu. in.
gray and the 235 blue. Live and learn.

sion. The
218 should
have been

I painted the dash a metallic gray, again not quite
right because I couldn’t find an original to copy.
The instruments, radio, controls and trim were reinstalled. Rick installed a new wiring harness from
Rhode Island Wire; he fit under the dash a lot easier than I did.
I had a subscription to Cars and Parts magazine
and every month they had a feature that I called
“Junk Yard of the Month”. I found a junkyard in
Poughkeepsie, NY where the owner’s mission in
life was to save old Chevys. He was great, and was
able to provide most of the damaged and missing
parts that I needed. There were some metal
“combs” to retain the headliner over the doors that
were missing. He removed a set from one of his
cars, cleaned and primed them and even sent all
the screws to install them. What I didn’t get from
him I found with a couple of trips to Carlyle and
Hershey.
Continued on page 5
4

Car of the month continued from page 4
The interior was
really easy
to install.
Everything fit
perfectly. I
had never
done any
upholstery
but with
HampHampton Coach Interior
ton’s instructions
and a few tools like hog ring pliers it went fast and
looked good.
I finished the car just in time to drive it to Sully in
1995. Just after I parked, a beautiful 1946 Chevy
restored by
White Post
pulled in next
to me. He
must not
have been
judged because Rick’s car got first place for the class.
I finally got the car back to Rick in June, 1995. He
was in the process of opening his own restaurant
and microbrewery in Ellicott City, MD and was still
the executive chef at NBC so he was too busy to do
much with it. He did drive the car to NBC one day
and Willard Scott featured it all morning on the
Today Show.
But after that
the car sat in
his garage.
Over the next
few years he
drove it a few
times and finally decided
to sell it. I
have no idea
where it is
Willard on the Today Show
now. END

Caught in the Web
By Peter W. Pandolfi
Here I sit contemplating my 1967 Oldsmobile. It is
a good car in excellent condition, but there are still
a few things that should be done. There are some
parts that should be refinished, but they will have
to be sent out. There is some minor body and electrical work still to do as well. I promised my
granddaughter a special surprise, but do not know
what that will be. Now all this pondering has gotten me hungry. Where do I turn to answer these
questions?
Have you ever been in a similar situation? My
guess is that some of you have. Where did you go
to get your answers? I found mine on the Bull Run
Region website in a most unlikely spot. I decided
to try to support those businesses that support us.
I went to the Sponsors section of the site.
Need mechanical, electrical or body work? There
are several sponsors to choose from. Try Sessler’s
Antique Automotive Services in Manassas, Rob’s
Customs and Restorations in Fairfax, or White Post
Restorations out near Winchester. Each offers a
unique range of services and delivers top quality
work. Need to send some parts out for refinishing? See club member Ernie Newland at the UPS
Store for accurate and timely delivery of your
parts.
Fine, these sponsors are at least related to the collector car hobby, but how does that help with my
other questions? Well, I could take my granddaughter to the Manassas Volunteer Fire Company
Museum. We can spend some quality time together and learn a little about the history of fire
fighting in Manassas. Or she enjoys playing soccer;
I can enroll her in the Chip Rohr Soccer Camp.
There she can hone her skills from experts in the
game. Now I am really hungry. I guess I will go
down to the 29 Diner and sample some of their
fine bar-b-q.
Yes, these are all businesses that support our region as sponsors. Not only are these ready sources
for you but they are also a great way to thank them
for their support. Have a business of your own?
Consider becoming a Bull Run Sponsor. You will
be in good company.
END
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Editor’s Notes by Bill Winter
Your Hobby…
Your Newsletter…
Your Stories…

To make this an informative and interesting vehicle for club members I need your help. If you know
of any upcoming events, please let me know. Articles on events you have attended complete with
pictures for publication would be welcome. Articles on automotive history, vintage photos, the agony and joy of your restoration projects (current
or past), technical tips, or a discourse on a particular skill that you would like to share would also be
welcome. The articles do not need to be long, usually between 600 and 900 words. Pictures are especially welcome. Please submit articles, pictures
or ideas to me and see your story featured in the
Clutch Chatter.
The Clutch Chatter Editor
6800 Walnut Street
Falls Church, VA 22046-2320
Phone: (703) 534-6387
The deadline for submissions for inclusion in
the next issue is the 25th of the month.

April Anniversaries
David & Ada McGlothlin

April Birthdays
Alida Alsop
Cherie Root
Pam Pandolfi
Darryll Baker
Eck Blankenship
Arnold Borsetti

Victor Balancia
Hal Hermann
Heidi Palombo
Nancy Sessler
Cecelia Zampino
Joan Thomas

Member News
Trailer Available for Members Use: A former BRR
member, Ed Johannemann, has generously offered current BRR members with current dues the use of his
trailer with a 9,000 lb winch at no charge. He is located
next to Mount Vernon at 9106 Old Mount Vernon Road,
Alexandria, VA 22309. Ed can be reached at 703-3104097 or
eddie6842@gmail.com.
Car For Sale: 1970 Buick LeSabre Custom 2 Dr. hardtop, bamboo cream with white top (never vinyl). I am
the second owner with full documentation. Full power,
cruise control, factory air, 350-4, 58K miles. Too much
more to list.
Pictures available via email.
If you want a
turnkey car to
show and go
don't miss this
one. You may
have seen it at Allentown for BCA 50th or Lancaster PA
BDE tour. Featured as Car of the Month in December
2016 Clutch Chatter. Asking price $19,500 or BRO. Paul
Puff, 703-263-7436,
puffrivconv@cox.net
Meeting Refreshments: Volunteers are needed to
bring refreshments to the Bull Run April meeting. If
you would like to contribute snacks or drinks for a future meeting please sign up for an open spot or contact
Joann Richardson at 703-768-1569. A version of this
table will be available at the meetings.

2017
April
June
July
August
September
October
November

Snacks

Drinks

Presenters needed. Jon Battle has several people on
tap for short presentations at our monthly meetings,
but there is always a need for more. Do you have some
special expertise you would like to share? Do you have
a favorite make of vehicle you could enlighten the rest
of the membership about? If you do, please contact Jon
at 540-364-1770
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Meeting Minutes March 12, 2017
By Darryll Baker
1. The meeting was called to order at 4:00 PM by
Bill Holmes.
2. Following the Pledge of Allegiance the Treasurers Report was read and accepted.
3. We need a volunteer for Sunshine Coordinator.
Until a replacement is found please notify Joann
Richardson.

2017 Calendar of Events and Activities
Bull Run Region Calendar:
April 9 - Bull Run Meeting, at 4:00 PM, VFW Hall,
Manassas, VA. Speaker: Phil Graves, “Toys”. Members are invited to bring a toy or related item to
display and discuss.
May 21 (changed from May 14 for Mothers Day) Bull Run Meeting at 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM, 29 Diner,
$18.00. White Post “Braking Systems”. Subject to
change in location and/or date.

4. We presented a sign-up list for meeting refreshments for the next several months.

June 11 - BRR Meeting (TBD)

5. Bill Holmes presented Pete
Pandolfi the 2016 Award of Excellence for the Clutch Chatter.

July or August (TBD) - BRR Summer Fun Scavenger Drive starting at 2:00 PM, ending in potluck
picnic at 4:00 PM. Flyer to be published.

6. We decided to forgo a separate
April outing given lack of time and interest in proceeding.

August 13 - BRR Meeting (TBD)

7. We discussed helping Boy Scout Troop 6500
(and club member John Wood) by having 1 or 2
members cars at the “29 Diner” on the 1st and 3rd
Monday of the month. Scott Patton agreed to help
coordinate this effort.
8. Bill Holmes moved to continue e-mail delivery of
the Clutch Chatter for one year to members who
had not paid their dues. Those members must pay
non-member fees for any event unless they pay
their back dues. They will be dropped from the
roster in 2018 if they have not paid 2018 dues. The
motion passed.
9. We discussed and approved making a donation
to the ODMA silent auction for the 64th annual
meaning on April 21 and 22nd in Norfolk Virginia.
The item we discussed donating was purchased
the next day a club member. An appropriate item
will be substituted. We need a volunteer to take
the donated item to the Meet.

July 9 - BRR Meeting (TBD)

September 10 - BRR Meeting (TBD)
September 16 - 42nd Edgar Rohr Car Show. Flyer
and Registration Form on pages21 & 22
October 15 (changed from Oct 8 for Hershey) BRR Meeting and Speaker TBD.
October or November -BRR Fall Driving Tour. Flyer to be published.
November 12 -BRR Annual General Business Meeting and Planning for 2018.
December 10 -BRR Meeting and Speaker. Election
of Officers. Christmas Cookie Exchange.
Possible Events Under Consideration
Flying Circus Car Show
Display at Local Motors (3D printed cars)
located at National Harbor
Tour Private Car Collection in Luray and
one in Dulles
Picnic at the Cross’ Farm
Continued on page 8

10.There was a 50/50 drawing.
11. Following the business meeting the speaker,
Paul Waddell, gave a well received presentation on
his vintage travel trailer hobby.
12. The meeting was adjourned at 5:30 PM.
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2017 calendars continued from page 7

Area Calendar:
Every Saturday 6:30 – 9:00 AM, Cars and Coffee at
Katie’s Coffee House, Old Brogue Irish Pub, 760 Walker
Road, Great Falls, VA 22066.
April 19-23 - Spring Carlisle – www.carlisleevents.com
April 21-22 – 64th Annual Old Dominion Meet, Founders Inn,5641 Indian River Rd., Virginia Beach, VA.
odma.aaca.com/2017-odma-meet (see pages 15 & 16).
April 30 – Piedmont Region Meet, Double Tree Hotel,
Charlottesville, VA (see flyer on page 17.
May 12-13 – Winchester, VA – Shenandoah Region,
AACA 59th Apple Blossom Car Meet (flyer on pages 18
& 19).
May 21,- 3rd Annual West Friendship Car Show . (see
flyer on page 20). For more information: Al Zimmer @
410-560-0237, zimmco1@comcast.net
June 3 – Fredericksburg, VA – Historic Fredericksburg
Region, AACA 60th Annual Antique Automobile Meet.
June 17- Richmond Region Show.
June 18 Fathers Day, Sully Plantation Show and Warrington Car Show.

LEGISLATIVE ALERT
U.S. Congress Introduces Bill to Prohibit E15 Sales
Legislation (HR 1315) has been introduced in the U.S.
House of Representatives to prohibit the sale of E-15
(gasoline that is 15% ethanol),capping the amount of
ethanol that can be blended into gasoline at 10%. The
bill also eliminates-the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS)
mandate that requires 15 billion gallons of corn-based
ethanol be blended into the U.S. fuel supply each year.
Ethanol, especially in higher concentrations such as E-15,
can cause damage to older vehicles.

You Can Shape the Course of This Proposal
Request support for this legislation byusing the
following SAN website link for an overview and
lawmaker contact.
Semasan.com, click on the line

“U.S. Congress Introduces Bill to Prohibit E15 Sales”

Answer to Automotive Trivia Question
It was 1911 on a Michigan road. Edward Hines, a
member of the Wayne County Road Commission
got the idea watching a leaky milk wagon leave
a white trail down the middle of the road.

July 30 – 14th Annual All Vehicle Show. Reisterstown
Regional Park, 401 Mitchell Dr., Reisterstown, MD. (flyer on BRR website).
October 14 – Rockville, MD Antique & Classic Car Show.

National Calendar: (check the AACA Magazine)

April 6-9 – Southeastern Meet in Charlotte, NC
May 26-27 – Eastern Spring Meet – Huntington
Region
June 4-9 – Founders Tour (1932 – later) – hosted
by the Gettysburg Region
June 10-12 – The Elegance at Hershey
June 18 Fathers Day, Sully Plantation Show and
Warrenton Car Show
July 17-21 AACA Vintage Tour Wellsboro, PA
September 17-22 – Glidden Tour – Nebraska
October 4-7 – Eastern Fall Meet – Hershey, PA
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Don’t Miss the ODMA Meet
This is a follow-up to Franklin Gage’s article in last
month’s Clutch Chatter on the Old Dominion Meet
Association’s (ODMA) 64th Annual Meet being held
on April 21-22, 2017, at the Founders Inn and
Spa in Virginia Beach, VA.
There are a number of fun events planned for the
meet including an Ice Cream Social on Friday
night, a Silent Auction, and an Awards Banquet on
Saturday evening. There is free trailer parking at
the Inn and the hotel is offering special discount
room rates ($104/night for a queen or $114/night
for two double beds) that are available from
Thursday thru Monday, April 20-24. The hotel is
pet friendly and even has a dog park.
Pre-registration by April 8, 2017 is required. A
Registration Form and additional information is
attached at pages 15 & 16 of this issue and can also
be found at the ODMA website:
http//odma.aaca.com/.
The ODMA is producing a souvenir program, free
to participants.
The Silent Auction will begin at the Ice Cream Social on Friday evening and conclude at the end of
the social hour for the Awards Banquet on Saturday evening. A number of gifts including rooms at
local hotels and gift baskets donated by participating regions will be available.
END

Rob will give Bull Run Region Members a 20% Discount on Labor for Mechanical, Body and Paint Work. Just
show your BRR membership card.

April 9 Meeting Presentation
By Jon Battle
Phil Graves will entertain Bull Run members with
another of his presentations on toys, at the region's upcoming meeting on Sunday, April 9, at
4:00 PM.
Phil will pick up where he left off at last April's talk
on model trains, this year covering post-war developments in the Lionel and American Flyer lines.
Among the artifacts he'll bring will be Lionel's
steam turbine locomotive, which was a marketing
success, as well as the popular Santa Fe diesel. The
late 1940's saw the increased use of plastic in
model train manufacture, taking the place of cast
metal and tinplate construction.
In addition, Phil will devote part of his presentation on toys of the era, especially toy vehicles.
Some of the well-remembered brands of the day
included Tonka, Structo, Dinky and Matchbox, as
well as Auburn hard rubber toys.
Phil's talks are always popular because of the expertise and knowledge he's accumulated during
decades of toy collecting. Bull Run members will
want to bring along toys or trains from the early
post-war period (1945-48), both to show their fellow members and to learn more about their artifacts from Phil.
END
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March 12 Meeting Presentation
By Jon Battle
Trailer enthusiast Paul Waddell gave a spirited
talk on antique travel trailer collecting at the Bull
Run meeting on March 12.
Travel trailers have been around as long as automobiles and their popularity steadily grew over
the years. At one time over 1,000 different brands
of trailers were sold. By the 1990's, inevitably,
older trailers had begun to catch the eye of collectors who began to buy and restore then, and to
join with other enthusiasts in clubs like “Tin Can
Tourists” and The Vintage Airstream Club.
When a budding collector finally decides to take
the big leap and acquire a vintage travel trailer, he
or she must face a series of choices about how to
proceed, according to Waddell.
First, the question must be asked: how will the
trailer be used, if indeed it is to be used for camping, and not restored purely for display? Will the
trailer be self-contained with sinks, water supplies,
toilets, and stoves. They bring all the comforts of
home to remote corners of the countryside. On
the other hand, trailers designed for a “full hookup” require connection to the kind of electrical,
fresh water and sewage systems available only at
commercial campgrounds. Down through the
years every trailer was built with one or the other
of these usages in mind.
Next, there is the choice of the trailer's styling and
of its vintage. Generally, the styling of trailers
came in one of three “looks”:
1. “Canned-Ham”. Shaped vaguely like a Hormel
ham can on wheels, these trailers have a woodframed, painted
metal skin, and
sit on a steel
frame. Noted
manufactures
have included
“Scotty”, “Shasta”
and “Aljoa”. When
these trailers first
came out, they tended to be too small to include
such niceties as a shower or toilet. “Retro” models
1930’s “Canned-Ham”

are still being produced, but these often have the
modern amenities their predecessors did not.
2. “Polished”. These were larger trailers and had
silvery metallic
skins of aluminum
or stainless steel.
Noted manufacturers have included Airstream,
Curtiss-Wright,
and Aero Flite.
1940’s Polished Trailer
Because of their
size they usually contained all the amenities.
3. “Painted”, also known as “birchwood beauties”
( named for their
finished plywood
interiors). Finished in a painted metal skin,
these trailers
didn't usually
have a distinctively styled exte1950’s Painted Trailer
rior. They often
had no toilets or
showers; tourists had to seek out campgrounds
that did. Noted “painted” trailers included
Roycraft, Palace, and Vagabond.
From the 1930's on, every travel trailer embodied
one of these styles. The vintage of a trailer will often dictate the amenities to be found within, and
one must think long and hard about which modern
conveniences one is willing to sacrifice to originality. A 1930's Curtiss-Wright might have a desirable
streamlined look but it might not have a modern
toilet or shower. And (as in older cars) parts for
older trailers will be harder to come by. Of course,
one can always retro-fit newer equipment, and
thus have the best of all worlds, but then authenticity goes out the door.
Next comes an important decision: do I buy an old
derelict and fix it up, or shell out big bucks for an
already-restored version? The restored option is
great, if one has the money. And, from time to
time, one can indeed obtain an outstanding bargain when one is at the right auction at the right
time.
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If the “fix it up” option is chosen, one must select a
trailer that is structurally sound, and a good foundation for restoration. It is critical, for example, to
have a solid steel frame holding everything up.

in case of blowout; their steel belts then become
like chainsaws, shredding the metal of a trailer and
doing hundreds or thousands of dollars worth of
damage before the car can be stopped.

Next, the trailer should be fully documented and
photographed so that a record can be made of its
as-found condition, to be used as a guide in its restoration. If authenticity is desired, then one must
research the existing fittings to be sure that they
are, indeed, the original ones. If not, then originaltype hardware and electrical fixtures must be obtained or carefully reproduced.

Unless an original tow bar, made especially for a
particular car, can be obtained, it will be necessary
to weld one up from scratch. It will not be easy to
find a welder who will do this, because of the liability issues involved. Therefore, the owner may
have to undertake the actual fabrication.

Interior Demolition

Interior demolition is
next; the easiest step of
restoration, it's also the
nastiest and most disgusting. Old trailers are
a hotbed of mold and
other organic materials
that can be deadly to
humans

Finally comes the rebuilding itself, using modern
building materials that most closely resemble
those of which the trailer was built.
Whether purchased “finished” or laboriously restored by its new owner, a trailer must be towed.
Mr. Waddell prefers a “vintage tow”; pulling a
trailer with a vehicle of the trailer's own era. He
currently owns three of these tow vehicles: a 1968
International Travelall, 1962 Ford Galaxie, and
1987 Chevy Suburban 4x4 (When driving with
such a setup, Waddell becomes so puffed up with
pride that his wife calls him an “old rooster”.)
An older tow vehicle must be chosen for a good
power-to-weight ratio and should outweigh the
trailer it's pulling. The vehicle's various components must be capable of pulling a heavy load, and
must be in good order. Components to check: cooling system, wheel bearings, tires, water pump and
oil pump. The transmission is critical. As to rear
ends, Waddell feels that a 3.73 axle ratio is best for
balancing power with good mileage.

And so, when
the prospective travel
trailer owner
has pondered
these many
considerations, he or
she is ready to
take the big
Paul Waddell and Trailer
leap. Paul
Waddell made that leap in 1999, and has never regretted it. He’s owned a total of twelve vintage
trailers over the intervening years. And although
his income derives from air travel (he's the CEO of
Blue Ridge Hot Air Balloons of Front Royal, which
provides balloon rides through the Shenandoah
Valley), Paul's happiest moments come on the
ground, when – like a puffed-up old rooster – he's
driving down the highway in a vintage vehicle towing a vintage travel trailer behind!
By the way, if you'd like to learn more about vintage travel trailers firsthand, the WDCU (the local
Airstream club in this area) will hold its Capital
Kickoff Rally at the Bull Run Regional Park (BRRP)
Campground, 7700 Bull Run Drive, Centreville, VA
from April 27 to 30.
END

Radial tires may be fine on the tow vehicle, but bias-ply tires are best for trailers, says Waddell. One
reason is that radials will actually cause the trailer
to sway when rolling down the highway. Another
is the potential damage that can be done by radials
11

We look forward to having the support of the Venture Crew 670
at the 42nd Rohr Car Show. See letter below.
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Help Advertise the Edgar Rohr Memorial Car Meet

Below is the current Rohr Show Flyer Distribution Plan. If you attend any of the functions listed, please
hand out our show flyers. The new flyers will be available in April. Contact Darryll Baker to tell him which
events you will attend and receive a supply of flyers.
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29 Diner is a Supporter of the Bull Run Region, AACA
www.29diner.com
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