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March Car of the Month
My First Car
By Phil Ray
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In October, 1969 the Datsun 240Z was introduced to the American
automotive scene with rave reviews. At that time, anything from Japan was
described as cheap, plastic, and frankly, junk. Fortunately, the post war
Japanese automobile manufacturers had invited Dr. W Edwards Deming to
teach them his approach to Total Quality Management. They totally
embraced his principles, which allowed them to get their foot in the door in
America. Motor Trend magazine said of the 240Z, “Next to comfort, the
240Z's forte is straight-line performance, and it has plenty of that. Its power
comes from an inline six-cylinder engine that has a displacement of 2393
cubic centimeters and produces 151 horsepower at 5600 rpm. Despite
recording excellent acceleration times for a sports car (quarter mile in 16.45
sec. at 83.7 mph), the 240Z still showed good fuel economy by registering an
astounding average of 20.2 mpg. The factory lists top speed at 120 mph, but
the engine feels extremely strong and it should be possible to reach at least
130 with ease.” The goal of the 240Z was to provide exceptional performance
at a lower price than its competitors. Then Nissan President Yutaka
Katayama (Mr.
K) described the
240Z as "an
exotic, highperformance car
exclusively for
America." The
result was a
minimum sixmonth waiting
list. You got
what came off
the truck or you
didn’t get one at
all.

The day she came home. The cleaning process
started, complete with vacuum cleaner. Dealer
optioned with front and rear over-ride
bumpers, white wall tires, and pin stripping.

Continued on
page 3
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BRR Region Contacts
Bull Run Region Website:
www.bullrunaaca.org

Officers:
President: Darryll Baker
(571) 294-7853 (Cell)
Vice President: Rick Pozdol
(571) 251-2486 (Cell)
Treasurer: Nicki Hudson
(540) 522-6533 (Cell)
Secretary: Jessica Waldenville
(571) 269-7585 (Cell)

Board of Directors:

George Richardson
(703) 768-1569 (Home)
Ron Davis
(703) 280-4461 ((Home)
Steve White
(703) 533-0386 (Home)

Website Coordinator:
Harry Dinch
(703) 975-0306 (Home)

Sunshine Committee:
Jessica Waldenville
(571)-269-7585 (Cell)

Membership Recorder:
Pete Pandolfi
(703) 919-8343 (Cell)

The President’s Page By Darryll Baker
As we officially kick off our program for 2019 I was very encouraged
by the turnout and enthusiasm for our February meeting. We had
close to 30 members attend, many new or returning faces, and a
clear desire to expand our activities and promote the hobby. This
was exciting for me, as I'd just returned from the AACA National
Business meeting in Philadelphia. Fortunately for this Redskins fan I
did NOT arrive in the middle of the Eagles Super Bowl victory
parade, as I did last year! There was a clear message at the meetings
that we've got to be more inclusive and work a bit harder at
recruiting the large number of folks who have antique cars and are
not affiliated. Many car aficionados are in that 25-45 year old range
and a common theme was that, in many areas, new members said
they were not even aware there was an official antique car
club close by. We'll be discussing options to expand our "footprint"
going forward.
At the February meeting our club decided unanimously to host the
2021 Old Dominion Meet Association (ODMA) annual meet in the
Spring of that year. The ODMA is a collection of most of the
AACA Regions in Virginia and they rotate locations each year. This
will be an "all-hands" endeavor and should be somewhere about the
size and effort of our September Rohr Show. We're going to see if
the city of Manassas, Historic Manassas (HMI) and the Museum
might allow us to hold the event in our usual location at the
museum, and we'll solicit input for other hosting options if
necessary. Our current ODMA representatives, Franklin Gage and
Tyler Tedford, will be attending the annual ODMA planning meeting
in Norfolk on 2 March.
We're planning to hold our kick-off meeting for our annual car show,
the Edgar Rohr Show, on Sunday 10 March at 2:30 at the
VFW. We'll roll right from that to our monthly meeting at 4pm. I'd
welcome all members to come to the Rohr Show kickoff
meeting. The more volunteers we have the more we can divvy
up responsibilities, get fresh ideas and make it a more fun show day
for everyone.
Last, I'd like to thank Bill Winter for his tenure editing
and publishing the Clutch Chatter. This March issue will be his last,
and he'll be turning over the reigns to Pete Pandolfi, who has been
the CC editor previously. This is one of the club's most important
positions, and Bill took over and did an outstanding job, maintaining
it and making improvements to ensure it was one of the best
newsletters in the AACA. Thanks to Bill and Pete!
All the best, Darryll
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Car of the Month continued from page 1

school drove American cars. To say the least, my
car was pretty unique in this small rural North

The coolest car in town.

The project members who flew to North
America for the 1969 test-drive of the
experimental vehicle. Yutaka Katayama
is seen center back with arms crossed.
My love affair with the 240Z started about five
years after its introduction. I repeatedly said,
“When I turn 16, I want a Datsun 240Z.” Shortly
after my 16th birthday, my parents told me they
were buying me a car and I had a choice. I could
have a used 1972 240Z or a Brand New Datsun
B210 Honey Bee. Obviously, the choice was

Carolina town. I still recall my mother’s first ride
in the car with me. When we got back home, she
hopped out and said, “Let me out of this thing.
It’s like riding on a cat’s back.” I also have fond
memories of my father driving it. I think he got a
speeding ticket every time he drove it.
Unfortunately, less than a year after I got it, a
classmate driving home from high school behind
me wasn’t paying attention, looked up and saw
me turning, and t-boned my dream car in the
driver’s door. He literally wrecked my car in my
own driveway. But in the time when Bondo was
king, everything was repaired and a fresh coat of
paint and new American Racing wheels made
her look brand new.
For many years, that 240Z was the love of my

Datsun B210 Honey Bee
easy; I chose the used car over the new car. You
can imagine my excitement when my parents
pulled in with my 1972 240Z in Kilimanjaro
White and a red interior. It didn’t take long that
day until I started cleaning it from bumper to
bumper. At that time, most of my friends in high

One of three high school proms.
Hey, it was the ‘70s. That was the style.
life. She was there through high school, college,
and half of a 20-year Air Force career.
Continued on page 7
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Editor’s Notes By Bill Winter
Your Hobby…
Your Newsletter…
Your Stories…
This will be my last Clutch Chatter issue. It’s hard
to believe I have been your newsletter editor for
two and a half years. I have enjoyed doing it but
am planning to leave the area so it is time for
someone else to take over. Pete Pandolfi will
resume the job. Pete was the editor of the Clutch
Chatter for two years prior to my term and has
recently won the Master Webmaster Award for
Bull Run Website so I know he will do a great
job.
I want to thank all the members who have
contributed to the newsletter. Particularly those
that have provided regular features. Steve White
prepares the ”Car of the Month” each month. Jon
Battle not only arranges our monthly programs
but also provides a preview and a summary of
each program. Darryll writes an informative
President’s Page for the Clutch Chatter and Pete
Pandolfi wrote a fantastic series on the website;
“Lost in the Web”. Thank you all and all others
who have contributed.
To make this an informative and interesting
vehicle for club members Pete will need your
help. If you know of any upcoming events, please
let him know. Articles on events you have
attended complete with pictures for publication
would be welcome. Articles on automotive
history, vintage photos, the agony and joy of your
restoration projects (current or past), technical
tips, or a discourse on a particular skill that you
would like to share would also be welcome. The
articles do not need to be long, usually between
600 and 900 words. Pictures are especially
welcome. Please submit articles, pictures or
ideas to Pete and see your story featured in the
Clutch Chatter.

The Clutch Chatter Editor
11090 Mountain Run Lake Road
Email: usaf04@live.com
The deadline for submissions for inclusion in
the next issue is the 25th of the month.

END

March Anniversaries
Ray & Lanita Franklin

March Birthdays
Pete Daniels
Rick Healy
Ada McGlothlin

Foster Fike
Kathy Hermann
Nancy Winter

Note: Your birthday or anniversary not listed?
Please let me know the month by email. Spouses
as well.

Member News
.Trailer Available for Members Use: A former
BRR member, Ed Johannemann, has generously
offered current BRR members with current
dues the use of his trailer at no charge. He is
located next to Mount Vernon at 9106 Old Mount
Vernon Road, Alexandria, VA 22309. Ed can be
reached at 703-310-4097,redie6842@gmail.com.
Presenters needed: Jon Battle has several
people on tap for presentations at our meetings,
but there is always a need for more. If you have
some special expertise or a favorite make of
vehicle you could speak about please contact Jon
at 540-364-1770.
Meeting Refreshments: Volunteers are needed
to bring refreshments to Bull Run meetings. If
you would like to contribute snacks or drinks
please sign up for an open spot by contacting
Joann Richardson at 703-768-1569.

2019

Snacks

Drinks

March
Dave Claveloux
April
May
June
Rob Morrow
July
August
September
Scott Patton
October
Luke Stakenborg
November
December Cookie Exchange
END
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Meeting Minutes February 10, 2018
By Jessica Waldenville
1.Pledge
2. Treasurer’s Report
3. Sunshine Report
4. Speaker – Ron Davis speaking about the Flint SitDown Strike
5. Quick Meeting- VFW hall was needed at 5:30 pm
for another group
6- Some more Club Awards not presented at the
January Awards Dinner. Steve White won the Bull
Run Ambassador Award. Bill Winter, in addition to
the Ault Award, also won the AACA National Award
of Excellence for 2018 for his work on the “Clutch
Chatter. “ This is one of the highest newsletter
awards given.
7. Ideas for newsletter and website- about cars,
shows, museums, etc. Please send a paragraph or two
to Bill, always looking for interesting pieces for the
Clutch Chatter. Also, Bull Run Region won the AACA
Master Webmaster Award, the highest AACA award –
thanks to Nathan Clark & Pete Pandolfi for 2018!
8. Get your 50/50 tickets from George Richardson.
9 -February Clutch Chatter- Please catch the
fascinating article in the Clutch Chatter about John
Van Sickle’s Crosley SS. Also please get your ideas to
Steve White for Car of the Month. All you new
members please contact him about your rides!
10- Membership Pamphlets - all members should
have pamphlets available to hand out when we see
antique cars. Members are ambassadors for the club!
11. Post meeting dinner at Ruby Tuesdays.
12. May Meeting Site- Several members have
mentioned that the 29 Diner is not handicap
accessible. Would we like to have it somewhere else,
accessible to all? Suggestions: Gov. Center in
Annandale, also Annandale Jukebox Diner, and City
Tavern in Manassas. We can always come to the VFW
in Manassas, already paid. August Picnic - will talk
about more at the March meeting for location ideas.
13. Website – Harry Dinch has taken over the
Website from Pete Pandolfi. Harry has some ideas to
make it interactive, to make car photos blow up when
selected, facts will show below, video section coming
soon. Other ideas welcome. Please get good video
resolution pictures. Harry suggests obtaining good
quality camera to take photos to replace current
photos and hopefully get more sponsors. Harry’s
goal is to modernize the site, and potentially bring
more membership. Club is also looking at getting
Facebook and Instagram account.
14. - 15. Darryll got call from Mark McAlpine
regarding the ODMA, 17 AACA Regions in Virginia

(14 of them formed the Old Dominion Meet
Association- ODMA ). Every year they do a business
meeting, meet and tour. Regions take turns
sponsoring the meet; Bull Run expected to do
sometime between April - June 2021. If we host, we
will get lots of help from the other regions to do
judging and other functions. Our initial goal is to
have it at the same location as the Rohr show, if it is
available. It also could be held at a local hotel. It’s
normally a two-day event, possibly with an awards
closing event that could be picnic on the show field,
or a banquet at a local hotel. The idea is to break
even, maybe make a little profit. Size of meets has
been declining, plan for 100 to150. All cars preregistered, makes it easier. All are National AACA
members, and it may bring in some new people. If
we host, we would be responsible to find a sponsor
hotel for most guests, and hopefully obtain a
favorable rate. It is normally expected that the host
does a Friday event, but many come just for the
Saturday show. The show could also be held at the
fairgrounds. Registration cutoff will be 30 days in
advance, so it’s easier to prep, plan, etc. Franklin has
offered to be Chief Judge. ODMA has made clear
there will be assistance and enough judges. Unlike
Rohr show, all cars should be on the field, and we
might not have to block off streets. Preference to ask
for HMI (Historic Manassas Inc.) parking lot so we
have options for rain instead of on the grass. Also
members discussed an option of using the Manassas
American Legion with paved lot and indoor hall. The
Masonic Lodge has 5 flat acres. Nice thing about HMI
is that they handle police and security. Re:
manpower, no day of show registration duties, silent
auction optional, parking supervision is easier as it
can be planned ahead of time, possibly use less
parking people. One idea is to have an ice cream
social on Friday night. Trophies are all taken care of
by ODMA. Some clubs do a program for the show
with sponsors to earn money. A vote was taken and
it was unanimous the club will take on this
opportunity. We will need volunteers. Darryll will
be putting together a list of positions needed and
things we need to do. The Batchelders volunteered
to do Registration for the show, and will possibly
need assistance doing it.
16- Rohr Show Planning meetings- Decision was
made to hold the initial Rohr show planning meeting
at the VFW on 2:30 on 10 March, before the regular
club meeting at 4pm.
17. Reminder register for AACA membership
renewal, national and Bull Run
Continued on page 6
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Meeting minutes continued from page 5
18. Guest Speaker Ron Davis- Presentation Flint
Strike
19. 50/50 winner - Todd Shimmel
20. Next Meeting - March 10 @ VFW in Manassas at
4:00 p.m. proceeded by the Rohr Show Planning
meting at 2:30.
New Business
Club voted to provide a brick at the AACA Museum
for longtime members Ruth and Eck Blankenship,
both deceased. The club authorized a one time
exception for money for the brick, up to $250 for the
these long time members.
END

2019 Bull Run Events Calendar

Area Calendar:
Every Saturday 6:30 – 9:00 AM, Cars and Coffee at
Katie’s Coffee House, Old Brogue Irish Pub, 760
Walker Road, Great Falls, VA 22066.
Every Sunday 8:30 – Cars and Coffee at Cameron’s
Coffee Shop, 9639 Fairfax Blvd., Fairfax, VA (just past
Fairfax Circle on the left coming from the beltway).

Friday nights Cruise in at the Jukebox Diner in
Canterbury Shopping Center on Sudley Rd.
March 22-23 – Sugarloaf Mountain Region,
AACA, Parts Meet, Carroll County Agriculture
Center, Westminster, MD. (Flyer on page 16).
April 24-28 – Spring Carlisle, Carlisle, PA.
May 11 – Apple Blossom Meet, Winchester, VA.

Bull Run Region Calendar:
March 10 Club Meeting, 2:30 Rohr Show Planning
Meeting, 4:00PM Regular Meeting, VFW Hall,
Manassas, VA. Speaker: Ron Davis, “Call to Duty”.
April 14 (Palm Sunday) -- Club Meeting, 4:00PM,
VFW Hall, Manassas, VA. Speaker: TBD.
May 19 (changed from May 12 for Mother’s Day) –
Club Meeting at TBD.
June 9 – Club Meeting, 4:00 PM VFW Hall, Manassas,
VA. Speaker: TBD.
July 14 – Club Meeting, 4:00 PM, VFW Hall, Manassas,
VA. Speaker: TBD.
August 11 – Club Meeting, Annual Picnic, Location

TBD. No Speaker.
September 15 – Club Meeting, 4:00 PM, VFW
Hall, Manassas, VA. Rohr Show is sole theme of
meeting, No Speaker.
September 21, Saturday – 44th Annual Rohr Car
Show. Manassas Museum, Manassas, VA.
October 20 (changed from October 13 for
Hershey) – Club Meeting, 4:00 PM, VFW Hall,
Manassas, VA. Speaker: TBD.
November 10 – Club Meeting, 4:00 PM, VFW Hall,
Manassas, VA. Annual Business Meeting, No
Speaker.
December 8 – Club Meeting, 4:00 PM, VFW Hall,
Manassas, VA. Elections, Annual Cookie
Exchange. Speaker: TBD.

June 7-8 –2019 ODMA Meet, Newport News, VA.
June 16 – Sunday Fathers Day, Sully Plantation.
October 2-6 – Fall Carlisle, Carlisle, PA.
October 19 -- Rockville Antique & Classic Car Show,
Rockville Civic Center Park, 603 Edmonston Drive,
Rockville, MD, 11AM to 3:30PM.

National Calendar: (Check AACA Magazine)
February 7-9 -- AACA Annual meeting,
Philadelphia, PA.
April 4-7– Southeastern Spring Nationals,
Hornets Nest Region, Charlotte, NC.
May 30-June 1– AACA Grand National, Auburn,
IN.
June 26-29, – Eastern Spring Nationals, New
Jersey Region, Parisippany, NJ.
October 9-12 – Eastern Fall Nationals, Hershey
Region, Hershey, PA.
END
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Car of the Month continued from page 3
During that time, she was towed across the
country twice for different Air Force
assignments, from Alabama to California and
back to Florida. My 240Z, by now affectionately
known as Lucy, had been a part of my life for 15
years. After our first son was born, he often rode
in the hatch area in a car-seat strapped to the
floor over the spare tire well. And later, when
the second son was born, the older son rode in
my wife’s lap or in the passenger floorboard
while the younger one rode in the car-seat in the
back, something that would be totally
unacceptable these days.

have another one. The last sentence of the
article said “If you ever want to own a 240Z, the
time is now.” I knew then and there that I had to
have one, and soon! But that’s a story for
another day.
I often travel to Florida for work and drive
around the neighborhood where I sold my first
car. On a recent trip, I swore I could feel Lucy’s
presence. I just knew she was still there after 27
years but I just couldn’t find her. I could almost
hear her saying to me “I’m still here.” And I’ll
keep looking for her, my Lucy
END

Looking brand new after the accident
While Datsuns were prone to rust to start with,
the combination of salty roads in the mountains
of North Carolina during college winters along
with the salt air during an assignment in coastal
Florida finally took its toll on the body’s metal.
With rusty fenders and frame-rails, I finally sold
my beloved 240Z in Florida in 1991. I can still
remember seeing her drive away with the new
owner, a tear in my eye. Like most people, I can
honestly say that I loved that car, my very first
car.
Over the following years Lucy was replaced by a
1987 Nissan 300ZX, a 1991 Nissan 300ZX, and a
2009 Nissan 370Z. I have owned a Z-car my
entire adult life, but they never had the same
feeling of that first Z. In 2015, my passion for the
240Z hit me pretty hard again. After reading an
article on the 240Z in the February 2015 issue of
Sports Car Market magazine, I knew I had to
7

Ron Davis Gives February
Presentation on GM Strike, Will
Continue with Father’s WWII
Memories at March Meeting

run-up to World War II. Unfortunately at this
point the Bull Run meeting had to be cut short, as
the VFW hall had been rented to another group

By Jon Battle
The historic 1937 sit-down strike in Flint,
Michigan was the subject of a presentation by Bull
Run member Ron Davis, at the February 10
meeting.
The strike was directed against General Motors by
the United Auto Workers union, established in
1935. The union sought, among other things,
recognition by GM (and indeed all automobile
companies) as the sole bargaining agent for
workers in their plants. When GM finally
capitulated after 44 days, other car companies
soon fell into line and the UAW was transformed
from a series of small local unions into a powerful
nationwide organization. During the course of the
strike, however, there was violence, and the
governor of Michigan called in the state's National
Guard to maintain law and order.
Ron's father, Ray Davis, had joined the Guard in
1931, and was present at that strike. In 1999 Ron
interviewed Ray regarding his military career (he
retired as a Colonel in the Army in 1960) and years
later Ron assembled the interview -- along with a
number of photographs -- into a DVD presentation
he titled "My Father's Call to Duty". Ron started
his Feb. 10 presentation with a brief "Pathe"
newsreel about the Flint strike, and he followed
this with a portion of the DVD with his father's
recollections about the strike. Despite being in his
eighties at the time of the interview, Col. Davis
presented his memories in a clear, concise and
well-organized fashion. He disagreed with
Michigan's Governor Frank Murphy, whom he
thought should have taken a more active stance in
preventing violence by the workers. (Governor
Murphy had announced that "the state authorities
will not take sides", and refused to use National
Guard forces to break the strike.)

at 5:30! A number of Bull Run members expressed
a desire to see the rest of the presentation on
Ron's dad, so Ron agreed to continue it at the next
meeting. The later portion of the DVD will
concentrate on the further military career of Ron's
father, but Ron will add information on each of the
military and civilian vehicles to which Ray Davis
refers during the course of his recollections.
The next meeting will take place at 2:30 PM on
March 10, at the VFW hall in Manassas, at which
time the upcoming Rohr car show will be
discussed. The presentation will take place at
approximately 4:00 PM.
END

When his presentation on the strike was over, Ron
agreed to run a bit more of "Call to Duty" dealing
with Ray Davis' joining the U.S. Army during the
8

Awards Presentation

Steve White and Bill Winter received awards at the February meeting since they were
unable to attend the Awards Banquet in January

Steve White received the Ambassador Award for
the member that best represents and promotes
the Bull Run Region

Bill Winter received the Arthur Ault Award,
presented annually to a member for
outstanding service to the region throughout
the year

Rob will give Bull Run Region Members a
20% Discount on Labor for Mechanical,
Body and Paint Work. Just show your BRR
membership card.
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Strange Old Automobile Ads
From Steve White
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29 Diner is a Supporter of the Bull Run Region, AACA
www.29diner.com
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